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be made out of the revenue generally; and the | 


question was decided in the affirmative—yeas 23, 
nays 17; as follows: 


| 


YEAS—Messrs. Biack, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Critten- | 


den, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Goldsborough, Hendricks, Kent, 
King of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, McKean, Moore, Naudain, 
Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Swit, Tomlinson, Tyler, and 
Webstgr—23. 


NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Ewing of | 


Illinois, Hill, Hubbard, King of Alabama, Linn, Morris, 
Niles, Ruggles, Shepley, ‘Tallmadge, ‘Tiptun, Wail, White, 
and Wright—17. 

The amendment of Mr. Preston, to strike out 
the whole resolution after the word ** Resolved,”’ 
and insert ** that such appropriations as are neces- 
sary shall be made to carry on the system of 
general defense for the protection of the country,”’ 
was next considered, and rejected. 


Mr. EWING, of Ohio, offered an amendment, 


to come in as an additional section, but withdrew | 


it at the suggestion of Mr. Preston. 
Mr. CALHOUN then offered an amendment, 


to come in as an additional section, but subse- 


quently withdrew it. 
After some remarks from 
Messrs. SHEPLEY, MANGUM, LEIGH, 


PORTER, BUCHANAN, DAVIS, and BEN- | 
TON, the question was taken on the first of Mr. | 
Benron’s resolutions, and it was decided in the |} 
aflirmative by yeas and nays, unanimously— | 


yeas 42. 


On taking the question on the remaining reso- | 


lutions, they were also unanimously adopted. 
After the consideration of executive business, 
the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 18, 1836. 


Mr. BOULDIN, from the Committee on the | 
ported a bill for the relief | 


District of Columbia, re 
of Frederick C. Dekrafft; which was read twice 
and committed. 


Mr. BOULDIN, from the same committee, re- |) 
ported, with sundry amendments, the biil from | 


the Senate, making an appropriation for the sup- 
— of the Penitentiary in the District of Co- 
umbia, for the year 1839; and the same was com- 
mitted. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a joint res- 
olution, authorizing the Postmaster General to 


establish certain post roads in Missouri and Ar- | 


kansas; which was read twice, and ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 


assed. 


{Mr. SHIELDS asked and obtained leave to | 


refer certain documentary evidence in the case | 


of Major William Smith, of Tennessee, to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, to whom 
that subject had been referred.] 

Mr. LAWLER, from the Committee on Pri- 


Robert Farmer, deceased; which was read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following bills; which were 
read twice and committed: 

A bill for the relief of Ephraim F. Gilbert; and 

A bill granting arrearage of pension to Noah 
Miller. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Thomas Baytop; 
which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill making appropriations 
for building light-houses, light-boats, buoys, 
beacon-lights, and for making surveys, for the 
year 1836; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invalid 


Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Alpheus | 


Hutehkins; which was read twice and committed. 
Messrs. CHAMBERS of Pennsylvania, and 
GARLAND of Virginia, from the Committee on 


13 


)} as 


> |} Post Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
Subsequently, || 


° * e . - | 
the said resolution was read the third time and | 


. agi 1 trl |) service of the United States. 
vate Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of | 


the heirs and legal representatives of the late | 





Private Land Claims; Mr. BEAUMONT, trom 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims; Mr. 
FRENCH, from the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads: and Mr. HOAR, from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions—made unfavorable 
reports upon various petitions; which were laid 
on the table. 
SENATE BILLS, ETC. 

Yhe following joint resolution and bills from 

the Senate were read twice and committed. 


A joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
War to receive additional evidence in support of 


the claim of Massachusetts for services, disburs- 
ements, and expenditures during the late war; 

A bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher and 
others; 

A bill providing for the execution of certain 
surveys of the public lands; and 

A bill to authorize George Whitman and John 


| B. Lamar to import, free of duty, an iron steam- 


boat in detached parts. 


The amendments of the Senate to the bill for 


the relief of Stephen Crittenton were considered 
and agreed to. 
RESOLUTIONS. 
On motion by Mr. LAWLER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of passing a law 
authorizing the sale of reservations of land belonging to 


the heirs of deceased reservees of the Creek nation of In 


| dians, east of the Mississippi, acquired by the treaty of 

Mareh 24, 1832; as also the expediency of permitting such 
| reservees under the said treaty to sell their reservations, 
were, by mistake, omitted to be placed on the census 


roll by the ageats of the United States. 


On motion by Mr. MAY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed 
to inguire into the expediency of allowing compensation 
to Daniel Sherwood and William H. Spiller for horses lost 
by them during the late Indian disturbances in Illinois; 
| and, also, that the same committee inquire into the expe 
| dieney of compensating Ephraim Sprague for a lost horse 
and a two-horse wagon and two sects of harness, taken by 
Colonel Jacob Fry for the use of the United States, whilst 
| engaged in an expedition to suppress the said Indian dis 
; turbances. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 


it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appro 


priation for the erection of a marine hospital in the ety of 
| New Orleans. 


of residence to the place of general rendezvous, and from 
the place of discharge back to their residence. 

Sec. 4. 4nd be it furtirer enacted, That the volunteers or 
militia who may be received into the service of the United 
States by virtue of the provisions of this act, shall be 
entitled to all the benefits which may be conferred on per- 
sons wounded or otherwise disabled in the service of the 
United States, 

Sec. 5. dnd be it further enacted, That when any officer, 
non-commissioned officer, artificer, or private of said mili 
tia, or voluntecr corps, Who shall die agany time in conse- 
quenee of wounds received in service, and shall leave a 
widow, or if no widow, a child or children under sixteen 
years of age, such widow, or if no widew, sueh child or 
ctuidren, shall be entitled to receive half the monthly pay 
to whieh the deceased was entitled at the time of his death 
for and during the term of five years; and in case of the 
death or intermarriage of such widow before the expiration 
of five years, the half pay for the remainder of the time 
shall go tothe child or children of said decedent: Provided, 
always, That the Seeretary of War shall adopt such forms 
of evidence, in applications under this act. as the President 
of the United States may preseribe,. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, moved the fol- 
lowing amendment to the second section, to come 
in after the word ‘*companies,’’ where it first 
occurs, to wit: **who have been, or who ma 
hereafter be, in the service of the United States;’’ 
which amendment was acreed to. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved the following amend- 
ments to the second section, in both places where 
the word ** use ’’ oecurs, so as to read in the first 
place, 

—for the use and risk of each horse, except horses killed 
in batile, or dying of wounds received in battle ; 


| And in the second place, 


—for the use and risk thereof, except such horses killed 
in battle, or dying of wounds received in battle ; 
Which amendments were agreed to. 

The fourth section was then amended by Mr. 
JOHNSON, of Kentucky, and Mr. WHIT- 
TLESEY, to read as follows: 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the volunteers 
or militia who have been, or who may be received into the 
service of the United States to suppress Indian depreda- 
; tions in Florida shall be entitled to all the benefits which 

are conferred on persons wounded or otherwise disabled in 
the service of the United States ; 
Which amendments were agreed to. 
Mr. JOHNSON then added the following sec- 
tion to the bill; which was agreed to: 
.6. Beit further enacted, That the volunteers and 
militia mentioned in the toregoing provisions of this act, 
called into service before its passage, and who are directed 
to be paid, shall embrace those only ordered into service by 
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| for the use of each horse. 


or 


On motion by Mr. FORESTER, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


the conimanding general, or the Governors of States and 
of the Territory of Florida, under authority of the War 
Department, tor repressing the hostilities ef the Florida In- 
dians. 

Mr. HAWES then offered the following amend- 
ment: 

And be it further enacted, That the officers to be pro- 
vided for in this act shall not exceed the number of offi- 
cers attached to companies or regiments in the infantry 
service of the United States. 

Messrs. JOHNSON of Kentucky, WHITE 
of Florida, and WHITTLESEY, objecting to 
the amendment, 

Mr. HAWES then modified his amendment by 
the following proviso: 

Provided, It shall not be in violation of the laws of the 
States or Territories from which such troops may be called. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, objected to the 
whole proposition of the gentleman from Ken- 
have been, or may hereafter be, in the service of the United tucky, 0 <i Hawes,]} as he was confident that 
States, shall be entitied to and receive the same monthly , the authorities of the States and Territories from 
pay, rations, and forage, and be furnished with the same |) which the troops would be drawn would make 


camp equipage, including knapsacks, as arc or may be pro- | provision for the number of officers to be sent 
vided by law for the officers, musicians, artificers, and pri- | ’ 


post route from McMinnville, ‘Tennessee, to Liberty, Smith 
county, Tennessee. 
PAYMENTS TO VOLUNTEERS. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, the 
House then resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Lin 
COLN in the chair,) on the bill to provide for the 
payment of volunteers and militia corps in the 


The bill was then read, as follows: 

A bill to provide for the payment of volunteers and militia 
corps in the service of the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Unitel States of America in Congress assembled, 
‘hat the officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
artificers, and privates of volunteer and militia corps, who 


vates of the intantry of the Army of the United States. i and that they would not send more than were ac- 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the officers of all || tually required. : . , E 
mounted companies shall each be entitled to receive forage, || Mr. HAWES said his amendment provided 
or money in lieu thereof, for two horses, when they actually || that the e ore e pai y the 
keep private servants, and for one horse when without | the officers were to be paid agreeably to th 


| laws of the States and Territories from which 
|, they were drawn. He was for having more 
|| fighting men and fewer officers. 

|. Mr. WHITTLESEY did not believe that 
| House to be the only place where patriotism was 
| to be found. He believed the States and Terri- 
tories would make ample provision to secure the 
United States from any danger of paying more 
officers than were necessary. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, hoped gentle- 


private servants; and that forty ceuts per day be allowed 
That each non-commissioned 
officer, musician, artificer, and private of all mounted com- 
panies shall be entitled to receive forage in kind for one | 
horse, with forty cents per day for the use thereof, and | 
twenty-five cents per day in lieu of forage and subsistence 
when the same shall be furnished by himself, or twelve an 
a half cents per day for either, as the case may be. ij 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the officers, non- || 
commissioned officers, musicians, artificers, and privates || 
shall be entitled to one day’s pay, subsistence, aud other | 
allowances for every twenty miles’ travel from their places 1 
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was highly important that the bill should be 
vassed ae the least possible dk lay. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, hoped the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Hawes] would withdraw 
hisamendment. He wassatisfied that there would 
not be more officers than the laws of the States 
and Territories called for. 

Mr. [1awes’s amendment was then disagreed to. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, 
the committee rose and reported the bill to the 
House. 

The amendments were then concurred in by 
the House, and the bill ordered to be aad. 
and read a third time to-day. 

The Llouse then proceeded to the execution of 
the special order, being the bill for the relief of the 
SUFFERERS BY THE FIRE IN NEW YORK. 

On motion by Mr. CAMBRELING, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Connor in the 
chair,) and took up the said bill. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Hanoi, to strike out the first proviso in the first 
section, Which is in the following words: 

“* Provided, ‘That those who are within the provision of 
this section, but who may have paid their bonds subsequent 
to the late fire, shall also be entitled to the benefit of this 
section, and that the said bonds shall be renewed from the 
day when the same were paid, and said payments re 
funded’’— 
as amended yesterday, on motion by Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG, by the addition of the following words: 
—** if not previously carried into the Treasury of the United 
States by warrant.”’ 

Mr. STORER was in favor of the principles of 
the bill, and was satisfied it would meet with the 
unanimity of his constituents, though he thought 
it did not go far enough. It had been urged 
against the bill that it was partial; but the same 
remark applied, with more or less force, to all 
legislation, It had also been contended that the 
mechanical interest was not provided for by the 
bill. Mr. S. regarded the interests of the mechanic 
and merchant as identical; and that which insured 
prosperity to the one was equally felt by the 
other. Mr. 8. replied principally to Mr. Pickens, 
of South Carolina,and Mr. Haropin, of Kentucky, 
supported the bill at length, and reviewed the 
various analogous acts heretofore referred to. He 
could find a hundred acts the same in principle, but 
no parallel one, for the event itself was unparal- 
leled. He supported the bill for its own merits, 
and because he felt assured that it met the appro- 
bation of his constituents. 

Mr. HUNT also addressed the committee in 
favor of the bill, and in reply to Messrs, Pick- 
ens, of South Carolina, and Pearce, of Rhode 


Island, on the ground mainly that it was simply | 


a regulation of the debts of the Government. 

Mr. LANE said, the bill under consideration 
was one he desired to sustain by his vote, and had 
intended togiveasilentone. ‘The extraordinary 
resistance, however, made to it from a certain 
quarter, has rendered it a duty he owes to him- 
self and those whom he has the honor of repre- 
senting, to detain the committee a few moments 
in giving some of the reasons which influence 
that vote. Sir, were the shipping merchants of 
the city of New York the only class of persons 
to be relieved by the provisions of the bill, his 
vote would be a differentone. ‘Twenty or twenty- 
five millions of mercantile capital has been anni- 
hilated by a fire that set all human exertions and 
human skill at defiance—a calamity as fearful and 
alarming as unlooked for and extensive in its 
effects; not only an individual, but a national 
calamity, extending its effects to every portion 
of this extended country. 

Sir, whatis the etfect of this loss to the immediate 
individuals concerned, the ‘Treasury, the com- 
merce of the country, and the people? 

The individual shipper has given his bond for 
the duty; the goods are destroyed; to him it is a 
clear loss; he must either fold his arms and yield 
his business in despair, or ship a like quantity to 
supply the place of those consumed. Upon these 
he pays the duty; it passes into the Senye the 
individual loses; the Government receives double 
duty, and is the only gainer. 

The bill asks not te remit the duty, but to ex- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


men would allow the question to be taken, as it 





February 19, 


from Kentucky [Mr. Graves] to be unjust and | hands of the receivers of the public lands and co}- 
partial in its operation—that the cotton planter || lectors of the customs, so long was it liable to the 


might, with the same propriety, if his crop should 


be blasted by an early frost, call upon Congress 


for relief. 


Government has no control over it. Not so with 


the goods; the custom-house officer takes posses- | 
sion of the goods—puts his seal upon them until || 


bonded, But, sir, suppose the cotton planter a 


The case has no avalogy; the planter | 
owes the Government nothing for his crop; the || 


tenant, and his entire crop destroyed by the fury | 
of the elements, what would be said of the land- | 
lord who would refuse time for the payment of | 


rent or relinquish the whole or a part. 

{n order to show how it affects the commerce 
of the country, it is proper to notice the usual 
course of trade. The New York merchant ships 
the goods, and has given bond for the duty. 
The goods are sold to a western merchant, who 
retails them to the people. Upon what terms are 
they sold and retailed? 


The western merchant | 


buys at two, six, or nine months, and retails | 


them to the people, his customers, at twelve 
months’ credit. [tis the policy and interest of 


the western merchant to keep his New York debt | 
as large as possible, money being worth more in | 


the West than in the East. 
it enables him to purchase the produce of the 
country. ‘They desire no relief, but the usual 
and ordinary indulgence. Press the New York 
merchant—he urges payment earlier and more 
earnestly from the western retailer; he presses 
his customer; and the entire distress eventually 
falls upon the people of every class and condition 
in life, 
York merchant from this calamity, you relieve 
the whole people—the whole nation—by a con- 
tinuance of the usual credit, commerce, and con- 
fidence, 
the relicf in the bill we shall relieve the humblest 


The possession of | 


yroporti as y ‘lieve the New || : : , 
In proportion as you r lieve the New | act contained shall extend to bonds which had fallen due 


Hence, sir, inasmuch as in voting for | 


ciuizen in his district, he should accord his sup- | 


yort, 
Mr. UNDERWOOD again opposed the bill. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee, advocated the 


correction of errors. 

Mr. WISE and Mr. LANE made a few addi- 
tional remarks, when 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, moved that 
the committee rise; which was negatived without 
a count. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Harpy, to strike out the proviso as amended 
to the first section; and it was decided in the nec- 
ative—ayes 59, noes 100, ‘ 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, then 
moved that the committee rise; which was, newa- 
tived. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the committee 
would indulge him with the motion that the com- 
mittee rise and paper the bill to the House, when 
it could be amended in the House. 

Objection being made, and the question recur- 
ring upon the amendments of Mr. Everert, Mr, 
IX. withdrew them. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then moved the follow- 
ing amendment to the first section: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized, as he may deem best calculated to secure the 
interest of the United States, to cause to be extended the 
time of payment on all bonds heretofore given for duties on 
imported merchandise at the custom-house in the city of 
New York, and which was consumed in the late conflagra- 
tion at New York by fire, and the owners of which had not 
been indemnified by insurance, to three, four, and five years, 
in equal payments: Provided always, That in all cases where, 
in the opinion of the collector at New York, said debts, or 
any of them, be rendered insecure by such indulgence, that 
further and additional surety be required before the indul- 
gence be allowed: 4nd provided, also, That nothing in this 


before the sixteenth of December last. .4nd provided, also, 
‘That the assent of the sureties on all said bonds so extended, 


| be first had and indorsed on said bonds respectively. 


Mr. HOWELL moved the committee rise; 


which was negatived—ayes 58, noes not counted. 


The amendment was then negatived—ayes 60, 


| noes not counted. 


general principles of the bill; so far as they were || 


consistent with the acts passed for the relief of 


Portsmouth and Norfolk, and with the modifica- | 


tions of which he had himself given notice ata 
| former day. 


Mr. REED advocated the bill. 


He said it was 


apparent that the New York fire had been an ad- | 


vantage to the Government, because it would re- 


of goods, viz: on those deStroyed and on those 
imported to supply the loss. 


ceive the duties twice over on the same amount | 


Mr. CAMBRELENG replied briefly to the | 


opposers of the bill, and referred to sundry acts | 


heretofore passed on the same subject, and for 


the postponement of time and relinquishment of 


interest In the purchase of poor land in the West. 
Mr. C. assured the House that if the bill were 


not adopted, the Government would lose three | 
times the amount of the interest proposed to be 


relinquished. 
Mr. WISE begged to inquire of the gentleman 


from New York, |Mr. CamBrevenga, jif the pro- | 


viso, as amended yesterday, was meant to say or 
to assert that the money in the hands of the col- 
lector or receiver, was not in the Treasury of the 
United States already ? 

_ Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, that he did not 


so consider it. 


Mr. WISE said, that was the point he wished || 


the country to understand. He maintained that the 
money was in the public Treasury as soon as it was 


paid. If not, there was nosecurity for the public | 


money, as the individual might either * fileh”’ 
from it, or use it for party purposes. If the public 
money, the moment it was received, was consid- 
ered as in the Treasury, then, under the Consti- 
tution, not a cent of it could be appropriated 
without law. But, by the converse Reaiiens: it 
might be used for all sorts of party purposes, 
corruption, and patronage, and portions of it eke 
out at every step in transitu. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG should be very happy 
to unite with the gentleman whenever a measure 
should be brought to regulate the periodsat which 
the receivers of the public lands and the collectors 
of customs should make their returns to the Treas- 

| ury. At present it was either law or usage, and 


tend the payments. Thisis said by the geatleman '' so long as the public money remained in the 


Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, then moved 
anamendment, allowing fifteen per cent. out of the 
public Treasury, upon the actual loss; which was 
negatived without a count. 

Mr. HARDIN gave notice that in the House 


| he should renew some of the amendments with- 


drawn by the gentleman from Vermont. 

Mr. GARLAND moved a further proviso, to 
confine the operations of the bill to citizens and 
residents in New York; which was rejected. 

On motion by Mr. CAMBRELENG,, the com- 
mittee then rose; and the bill, as amended, being 
reported to the House, was, on motion by Mr. 
C., made the special order for to-morrow—ayes 
86, noes 39. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House two 
communications from the Secretary of War—the 
first in answer to a resolution of the House in 
reference to the Seminole hostilities, and the 
second transmitting a report and papers from the 


| Indian Bureau in the case of J. B. Hancock. 


The House then (at a quarter after five o’clock) 


adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 19, 1836. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of William 
Bailey, surviving partner of Bailey & De Lord; 
which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. EVERETT, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill to provide for the security 


and protection of the emigrant and other Indians 
| west of the State of Missouri and Territory of 
| Arkansas; which was read twice and commit- 


| 


ted. 

On motion by Mr. EVERETT, one thousand 
extra copies of the foregoing bill were ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. EVERETT, from the same committee, 
reported the following resolution; which was 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to 
procure, for the use of this House, one thousand copies of 
the may of the western territory appended to the report of 
the Committee on Indian Affairs (No. 474) of 1834. 

Mr. PARKER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Spencer C. 
Guest; which was read twice and committed. 











Mr. VINTON, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill amendatory of the act 
for the continuation of the Cumberland road; 
which was read twice. 

Mr. V. said that the bill proposed no appro- 
priation. It had reference exclusively toa change 
in the location of the road in the State of Ohio. It 
was not necessary, therefore, that the bill should 
be committed. te was important, both to those 
who opposed and advocated it, that it should be 
speedily determined, so that the work upon the 
road might progress. Those who intended to 
object to the passage of the bill, had no objection 
that it be ordered toa third reading, and they 
contemplated opposing it on its passage. He 
hoped, therefore, that the bill would be ordered 
to be engrossed, and that its further consideration 
be postponed until the second Tuesday in March. 

Mr. MASON, of Ohio, was opposed to the bill, 
but had no ay gee to dispose of itat present as 
proposed by his colleague {Mr. Vixton.] The 
people who were interested in opposition to the 
proposed change in the route of the road, were 
now moving, and their remonstrance would be 
sent inat anearly day. Some time, however, 
was necessary to afford them an opportunity of 
being heard on the subject. The ae to which 
his colleague had proposed to postpone the bill 
would give the desired time, and he had no ob- 
jection, under the circumstances, that the bill 
should be ordered to be engrossed. An important 
report of Lieutenant Canfield, accompanied by a 
plat, on this subject, was ordered to be printed 
some six weeks since. He was sorry that this 

rinting had not been executed; and, without 
intending to cast any censure upon the printer, 
he was in hopes that the report to which he re- 
ferred would be laid on their tables before the bill 
was finally acted on, as it would facilitate and 
lead to a correct decision of the subject. 

Mr. MERCER said a few words, which—as 
usual, from his manner of speaking—were not 
distinctly understood by the reporter. 
supposed to be opposed to the bill. 

Mr. DUNLAP was opposed to giving prece- 
dence to this bill over other matters of more im- 

ortance to other sections of the Union. 


Mr. WARDWELL could see no reason why | 


this bill should have priority over other bills. He 
therefore moved to commit it to a Committee of 


the Whole House, and make it the order of the | 


~ for to-morrow. 
{ 


r. VINTON said that, by ordering the bill | 


to be engrossed no, person’s rights were compro- 


mitted; and he thought it strange that objection | 


should be made from a quarter not interested, 
when those who were opposed to the bill did not 
oppose the course which he had proposed. 

Mr. JUDSON was in favor of the commitment 
of the bill; its merits should be discussed in com- 


mittee. The motion of the gentleman from Ohio 


he considered premature and improper. 
Mr. CRANE opposed the commitment; noth- 
ing could be gained by such a course. 


Mr. WARDWEL 


tended that it was an ordinary proposition, and 
notentitled to any precedence or extraordinary 
consideration, at the expense of other measures 
before the House. It was likely, however, to 
create a great deal of debate, and he desired that 
it should take the usual course. 


Mr. VINTON again urged the adoption of his 


motion, and opposed the one to commit. 


The motion to commit was then negatived— | 


yeas 46, nays not counted. 


The motion of Mr. VINTON was agreed to; | 


and the bill was ordered to be read a third time 
on the second Tuesday in March next. 


REPORTS——AGAIN. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 


Ways and Means, to which had been referred || 
the joint resolution from the Senate, directing | 


experiments to be made at the Mint, with the view 
of preventing the debasement of gold and silver 
coins, made a report, recommending that the 
enacting clause of said resolution be stricken out; 
and the same was committed. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 


TH 


He was 


adverted to the history of 
the controversy in relation to the proposed change | 
in the location of the Cumberland road, and con- | 


Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of John B. Ash, 
deceased; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on the Publie 
Lands, reported a bill providing for the establish- 
ment of the Peoria land district in Illinois; which 
was read twice and committed. 

Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, from the Com- 
mitteé on the Public Lands, reported a bill for 
the relief of John Whitsett; which was read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. PHILO C. FULLER, from the Commit- 
tee on Claims, reported a bill for the relief of John 
McCarty; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported without amendment the 
bill from the Senate to revive and extend the pro- 
visions of an act of May, 1834, for the relief of 
the representatives of John Donelson, Stephen 
Heard, and others; which was committed. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of certain settlers in what is termed the Salt Lick 
reservation in the western district of Tennessee; 
which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. LAY, from the Committee on Revolution- 


| ary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 


Godfrey Vaught; which was read twice and com- 
mitted, 
Messrs. WHITTLESEY and PHILO C, FUL- 


| LER, from the Committee of Claims; Mr. TUR- 
| RILL, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims; Mr. BOND, from the Committee on Rev- 


olutionary Pensions, and Mr. HARRISON of 
Missouri, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands,—made unfavorable reports upon various 
petitions and memorials; which were laid on the 


| table. 


INCENDIARY PUBLICATIONS. 
Mr. INGERSOLL asked the consent of the 


| House tosubmita resolution to print ten thousand 


extra copies of the report made in the Senate by 
Mr. Caruovun, from a select committee, in rela- 
tion to the transmission of abolition incendiary 
papers through the mails. 

Objection being made, Mr. INGERSOLL moved 


| to suspend the rule; which was negatived without 


a count. 
DISTRICT BANKS. 


The amendments to the bill from the Senate to 
extend the charters of the Bank of Columbia, of 


| Georgetown, and the Bank of Alexandria, of 


Alexandria, were considered and agreed to; and 
thus amended the bill was read a third time and 
passed. 


The House then proceeded to the special order 
of the day, being the bill for the 


SUFFERERS BY THE NEW YORK FIRE. 


The bill, as reported from the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, is as follows: 
the words printed in italics being the only amend- 
ment adopted by the committee: 


A BILL for the relief of the sufferers by the fire inthe city 
of New York. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Conzress assembled, That 
the collector of the portof New York be, and he ishereby, 
authorized, as he may deem best calculated to secure the 
interests of the United States, to cause to be extended, 
with the assent of the sureties thereon, to all persons who 
have suffered loss of property by the conflagration at that 
place, on the sixteenth day of December last, by the burn- 
ing of their buildings, or merchandise, the time of pay- 
ment of all bonds heretofore given by them for duties, to 
periods not exceeding three, four, and five years, in equal 
installments from and after the day of payment specified in 
the bonds; or to allow the said bonds tobe canceled, upon 


giving to the said collector new bonds, with one or more | 
sureties, to the satisfaction of the said collector, for the | 
sums of the former bonds, respectively, payable in equal | 
installments in three, four, and tive years, from and after | . 
|, could be sued on their bond. 
| the Constitution could be set aside; for if there 


| wasa 


| the day of payment specified in the bonds to be taken up 
or canceled as aforesaid: and the said collector is hereby 
authorized and directed to give up or cancel all such 


which last-mentioned bonds shall be proceeded with, in all 


bonds, upon the receipt of others described in this section; 
| 


respects, like other bonds which are taken by collectors for | 


duties due to the United States, and shall have the same 
| foree and validity: Provided, That those who are within 
the provision of this section, but who may have paid their 
| bonds subsequent to the late fire, shall also be entitled to 
| the benefit of this section, and that the said bonds shall be 
renewed from the day when the same were paid, and said 
| payments refunded, if not previously carried into the Treas- 

ury of the United States, by warrant: And provided, also, 
| That the benefits of this section shall not be extended to 
; any person whose loss sifall not be proved, to the satisfac- 
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| differently, and he interposed no objection; 


|| of its own officers. 


ep 


tion of the collector, to have exceeded the sum of one 
thousand dollars. 


Sec. 2. ind be it further enacted, That the collector of 


the port of New York is hereby authorized and directed to 
extend the payment, in the manner prescribed in the first 
section of this act, of all other bonds given for duties at the 
port of New York prior to the late fire, and not provided 
for in the first section, as aforesaid, for six, nine, and twelve 
months frem and after the day of payment specified in the 
bonds: 
act, shall extend to bonds which had fallen due before the 
seventeenth day of December last. 


Provided, however, That nothing contained in this 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the House 


concur in the amendment of the committee; and 
on this 


uestion, 


Mr. HOWELL asked for the yeas and nays; 


which were not ordered—ayes 23, noes 117, not 
one fifth. 


Mr. ROBERTSON moved to amend the amend- 


ment, by striking out the whole after the word 
‘previously,’ and inserting in its place the fol- 
lowing words: * If not previously paid into the 
bank to the credit of the Treasurer of the United 
States.’’ 


Mr. CAMBRELENG said he had no objection 
to that amendment; and it was then seven to by 
the House. 

The question then recurring on the amendment 
as amended, 

Mr. EVERETT inquired if it would not defeat 
the object of the section? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied that it would not. 

Mr. PARKER desired to know how the amount 
in bank, or in the hands of collectors, could be 
ascertained or discriminated? He thought the 
amended amendment was making a distinction 
without a difference; for he held that the moment 
a collector had money in his hands, it was the 
property of the Government, and held by him in 
trust. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG thought, himself, the 
amendment was of very little importance, for the 
provision of the first section was just as good 
without it as with it. Other gentlemen thought 

But 
he was indifferent whether it was concurred in or 
not. 

Mr. ROBERTSON made a brief explanation. 
He said his object was to defeat the whole pro- 
vision as it stood. 

Mr. EVERETT thought it would defeat the 
provision altogether, and he should, therefore, 


| vote against it. 


Mr. McKAY said the amendment of the gen- 


| tleman from Virginia was substantially the same 


as the proviso of the gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. Campretenc.}| He was opposed to the 
notion that the public money was in the Treasury 
as soon as paid to the collector; for, if so, that 
would make the Treasurer of the United States 
liable for all loss, error, or deficiency. It was not 
in the Treasury till it was deposited. 

Mr. WISE was certain his friend from North 
Carolina [Mr. McKay] was incorrect, or that 
provision of the Constitution Mr. W. had before 
quoted—viz: that no money should be taken from 


it ne SE ee appropriation by law—was 
| 


a nullity. e maintained that the Treasury was 
a unity, without any space between the first re- 
ceipt and the deposit, and between the Treas- 
urerand the disbursing officer. The public money 

yas not ‘paid to the collector as an individual, but, 
being due to the United States, was paid to one 
‘ He expressed his surprise 
that the gentleman from North Carolina—for 


| whose opinion on such subjects Mr. W. enter- 
| tained a high respect—should have advanced such 
/ a construction as he had. The collector, receiv- 


er, treasurer, disburser, &c., were all officers of 
the Treasury, acting as checks on each other, 
accountable from the one to the other, and each 
If this was not so, 


point of time when the public money was 
not in the Treasury, then it could be appropriated 
without law during that intermission. 


| 

| Mr. LANE understood the Treasury to be at 
|| bottom an ideal thing, and he held the receivers 
|, and deposit banks to be the.agents of the Treas- 
|| ury. 
{| fo? the time the money wasactually in their hands; 
| and so with the deposit banks. He held the money 
| to be in the Treasury whenever it was received 
il by one of its agents. 


he receivers were no longer liable than 
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Mr. VANDERPOEL dissented entirely from 
the doctrine of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Wise.] If that doctrine was sound, the moment 
the money was in the hands of the collector it was 
in the hands of the Treasurer, and he was re- 
sponsible. 

Mr. WISE did not say so. Hesaid the money 
was then in the Treasury, and the Treasury ofh- 
cer was that instant responsible for it, as was the 
Treasurer when it came under his control. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said the gentleman’s doc- 
trine still involved an incongruity, because he 
would make the money to be in the possession of a 
Department, and yet the chief officer of that De- 
partmentin no way responsible. Mr. V. held that 
after the money was once in the Treasury, neither 
the Treasurer, the Secretary, nor the President 
had any power to appropriate or disburse it, ex- 
cept by virtue of appropriations by law. If the 
money, @3 soon as received, was to be regarded 
in the Treasury, the Treasurer ought to be held 
accountable for it. But this doctrine Mr. V. 
wholly dissented from. 

Mr. ROBERTSON offered a verbal amendment, 
which he thought would remove the difficulty. 
He was informed that the bank entry of the pub- 
hic money was to the credit of the United Stat ® 
and, to obviate any inconvenience, he proposed 
to insert after the words ‘‘to the eredit,’’ ‘*of the 
United States, or of the Treasurer of the United 
States.’’ ‘There seemed to be some diffieulty in 
ascertaining where lay the Treasury of the United 
States. This was amatter which he believed the 
public had known very little about for the last 
two years, and was a question he should like to 
hear answered, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG could not consent to this 
amendment; it was in opposition to a vote of the 
House on yesterday, of one hundred and fifty- 
nine, and would nullify the proviso altogether. 

Mr. GIDEON LEE rose to ask the question— 
would that House exiend the relief, asked by all 
the bond-payers, to that class only who had 
availed themselves of the indulgence granted by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and have suffered 
their bonds to lic over due these two months, and 
deny the same relief to that other class, who, 
from a sensitiveness of their eredit—from their 
high sense of honor, perhaps—could not consent 
to lie under the appearance of default, and have 
promptly paid their bonds ? 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Roserr- 
son} declared that his amendment was intended 
to have this effect: All who have paid promptly, 
were cut off from relicf totally, while all those 
who had failed or refused to pay, came in for the 
full benefit of the bill. 

Mr. Rosertson’s last amendment was then 
disagreed to; and the original amendment, as 
amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. HARDIN proposed to amend the first see- 
tion, by inserting 1m the sixteenth line, after the 
word * payable,’’ ‘with interestat the rate of five 
per centum per annum,’’ and asked for the yeas 
and nays upon the question; which were ordered, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said there was no in- 
stance, since the adoption of the Constitution, 
where interest had been charged under similar 
circumstances; and he did, therefore, hope the 
amendment would be rejected. 

Mr. HARDIN hoped the amendment would 
prevail. 

Mr. TOUCEY said this money would be safer 
than if now exacted, or attempted to be exacted; 
and he should vote against the charge of interest, 
because he was well aware that, if the money 
were at once collected, it would lie in the Treas- 
as | without interest. 

fr. JENIFER was in favor of the amend- 
ment, and opposed to many parts of the bill, 
against which, in consequence, he should be com- 
pelled to vote. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Hanptin’s 
amendment; which was disagreed to—yeas 85, 
nays 117. 

Mr. HARDIN then proposed a similaramend- 
ment to the second section of the bill, for the pay- 
ment of interest at five per cent. on the bonds 
therein provided for; and also called for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. BROWN said, he had voted for the 
amendment which had just been rejected with a 


view, if the motion to impose interest prevailed, 


to move to reduce it to four per cent. per annum, 


which he supposed to be sufficient. Although 
the second section embraced a class of debtors 
many of whom were not actual sufferers, and 
extended the time for the payment of their bonds 
Six, nine, and twelve months only, he would 
still insist that, if interest was charged, it should 
not exceed four per cent. He would therefore 
move to amend the motion of the honorable gen- 
tleman from Kentucky by striking out five and 
inserting four per cent, 

The question was then taken on Mr. Harpin’s 
amendment; and the result was—yeas 101, nays 
96. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, then renewed 
the amendment offered by him in Committee of the 
Whole, to strike out all the first section before 
the word ** provided,”’ in the twenty-fifth line, and 
insert the following: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized, as he may deem best caleulated to secure the 
interest of the United States, to cause to be extended the 
time of payment on all bonds heretofore given for duties on 
imported merchandise at the customn-house in the city of 
New York, and which was consumed in the late conflagra- 
tion at New York by fire, and the owners of which had not 
been indemnitied by insurance, to three, four, and five years 
in equal payments: Provided always, That in all cases 
where, in the opinion of the collector at New York, said 
debts, or any of them, be rendered inseeure by such indul- 
gence, that further and additional surety be required before 
the indulgence be allowed: .2nd provided also, That noth- 
ing in this act contained shall extend to bonds which had 
fallen due before the seventeenth of December last: 4nd 
provided also, That the assent of the suretics on all said 
bonds so extended be first had and indorsed on said bonds 
respectively. 

Mr. J. briefly explained the object of his 
amendment. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG referred to the acts of 
1803,-"4 and °7, and said that in those acts no 
discrimination of property would be found. 

Mr. JOLINSON, of ‘Tennessee, asked for the 
yeas and nays, but they were not ordered; and 
the amendment was disagreed to—ayes 66, noes 
115. 

Mr. EVERETT then proposed to amend the 
first section by striking out, wherever they oc- 
curred, the words *‘ three, four, and five,’’ years, 


>and insert ** one, two,and three’’ years, and asked 


for the yeas and nays on his amendment; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG referred to the case of 
Savannah, where credit had been extended to 
four years on the whole amount of bonds. This 
bill had extended it less than at any former 
veriod, 

Mr. HARDIN said all the cases he had exam- 
ined never went further than one year, as in 
Portsmouth and Norfolk. It was now admitted 
that those who had insured would be fully in- 
deminified, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG made a brief statement, 
showing that, by the operation of the former 
acts, under the old system of credits, the credit 
extended to the whole amount of bonds for four 
years. 

Mr. GIDEON LEE hoped the House would 
not sufier itself to be guided entirely by precedent 
in a case which was without a parallel. 

The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment was rejected—ycas 96, nays 111. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, then moved 
that the House adjourn; which was negatived. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, moved an 
amendment to the first section of the bill, so as 
to restrict its provisions to citizens of the United 
States and foreigners only residing in the city 
of New York; and explained in a few words the 
object he had in view. 

Mr. GIDEON LEE hoped the amendment pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Virginia would not 
prevail: first, because the amount to be excluded 
from the proposed relief would be very small; 
and, second, because it would raise interminable 
difficulties in the settlkement of the complicated 
questions which would arise; and finally, Gomes 
He would not make this very invidious distine- 
tion. He was not thus inimical to foreigners. 

Mr. McKEON remarked, that he hoped this 
amendment would not prevail. He was opposed 
to having such a proposition adopted by the Rep- 


resentatives of a liberal and commercial people, | 
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who had their merchants in every foreign country 
on the globe. F 

Mr. GARLAND asked for the yeas and nays: 
but they were not ordered, sail 

Mr. DAVIS moved that the House adjourn: 
which was negatived—ayes 78, noes 98. ~ 

The amendment was then rejected. 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, renewed the 
amendment offered by him in Committee of the 
Whole, to allow fifteen per cent. to the sufferers 
on the actual loss; which was rejected. 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved to strike out the 
first proviso of the first section, as amended. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, asked 
for the yeas and nays; which was not ordered, 

Theamendment was negatived without a count, 

Mr. GRAVES proposed to amend the bill by 
inserting before the words, “ three, four, or five 
years,’’ wherever they occurred, *‘a period not 
exceeding;’’ which was rejected. 

Mr. McKAY moved to insert in the ninth line, 
after the word ‘*merchandise,”’ the following: 
‘‘who were not indemnified by insurance.”’ 

Mr. EVANS asked the consent of the House 
to submit a motion for an adjournment over to 
Monday. 

Objection being made, Mr. CHAPIN moved 
to suspend the rule for that purpose. 


Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, asked for the 


' yeas and nays on the motion, which were not 


ordered; and the motion to suspend the rule was 
agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS then submitted his motion. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, moved to strike out 


| Monday, and insert Tuesday; which was carried 
yo y3 


—ayes 105, noes not counted. 

The motion, as amended, was then agreed to. 

The question then recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. McKay, that gentleman asked for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. WISE moved that the House adjourn; 
negatived—ayes 69, noes not counted. 

After a few words from Mr. PHILLIPS and 
Mr. McKAY, the question was taken; and the 
amendment was disagreed to—yeas 83, nays 110. 

Mr. GRAVES moved a proviso to come in at 


the end of the bill: 


| dry citizens of Phi 


That no individual shall realize a benefit under the pro- 
visions of the first section ef this bill, greater than the 
amount of his loss, upon the calculation that the use of the 
amount he owes the Government is worth to him six per 
cent per annum. 

Mr. MORGAN asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. 

The amendment was negatived. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, moved to 
strike out the second section of the bill, and ad- 
dressed the House for some time in opposition to 
the bill. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, asked for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. WISE moved that the House adjourn; 
which was agreed to—ayes 92, noes 84. 

And, ata quarter before six o’clock, the House 
adjourned over to Tuesday next. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 19, 1836. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from sun- 

ladsighie, praying that the pre- 
sent rates of postage may be reduced to what 
they were prior to the late war; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 
the Washington City Socicty for the establish- 
ment ofa Manual Labor School and Orphan Asy- 
lum, praying for an act of incorporation; which 
was read,and referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of Michigan, praying for an appropri- 
ation for the improvement of the harbor at the 
mouth of the St. Joseph’s river; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of Niles, Michigan, praying for an 
appropriation to build a bridge across the St. 
Joseph’s, at that place; which was referred to the 
Same committee. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Delaware, praying that New Castle 
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may be made a port of entry; which was referred i 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, presented the memorial 
of sundry citizens of Ohio, praying that the Uni- 
ted States land office at Wooster may be dis- | 
continued, and that the small quantity of public 
jand remaining unsold in that land district may 
be given to the State of Ohio, to be applied to the 
construction of a harbor at the mouth of Black 


river; which was refereed to the Committee on | 


Public Lands. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
Russell Jarvis, stating that he has made a valu- 
able improvement in the construction of steam 
boilers, and obtained a patent for the same; and 
asking for an appropriation for the purpose of 
testing its usefulness, with a view to its being 
used in the Navy; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented the petition of a 
railroad company in Florida; which was _ refer- 
red to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Kearney, of the United States 
dragoons, pee to be reimbursed for two 
horses lost in the service of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. PORTER, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the pe- 
tion of the heirs and legal representatives of 
William Conway, deceased, reported a bill for 
their relief; which was read, and ordered to a sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which had been referred the 
memorial of the Legislature of Illinois, praying 
for the establishment of a surveyor general’s of- 
fice, made an unfavorable report thereon. 

The committee (Mr. E. said) had communi- 
cated with the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office on this subject, who was of opinion that 
the complying with the request of the memorial- 
ists would cause great delays in the public busi- 
ness, and would not effect the object of the mem- 
orialists at all. 

The report was laid on the table, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. EWING, of Illinois, ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, from the same commit- | 
tee, made unfavorable reports on the petitions of 
Miles Taylor, Adam Peale, and of sundry citi- 
zens by Indiana, praying for the extension of 
preémption rights. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which the subject had been re- 
ferred by a resolution of the Senate, reported a 
bill making anappropriation for the esiablishment 
of an armory on the western waters; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BLACK, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the 
petition of William Pollock, made an unfavorable 
report thereon. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which had been referred the bill for 
the relief of General Danicl Newman, reported 
the same without amendment, and stated it as the 
opinion of the committee that the bill ought not 
to pass. 

RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. McKEAN offered the following resolution ; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Honesdale, in Wayne county, 
Pennsylvania, by way of Big Eddy, Forrestburg, and Cudde- 
anor, to Goshen, in Orange county, in the State of New 

ork. 


Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to || to that effect; which (Mr. Lixw assenting) was | should be unanimously rejected, it would have a 


transmit to the Senate a copy of the reports, survey, plan 


and estimate for improving the harbor at the mouth of Kala- 


mazoo river, of Lake Michigan. 


Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of aiding William B. Barney 
in the public: tion of a chart called “ Par of Exchange ,”’ de- 
signed to designate with accuracy the value of foreign coin. 





Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 


| tion; which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to the Senate, during the session, monthly 
abstracts of the atlairs of the deposit banks, commencing 
with the month of January; so as to show the condition ot 
said banks and the state of public moneys therein, as fully 
as the condition of the Bank of the United States and its 
branches, and the state of the public moneys therein, have 
been heretofore shown in the monthly returns of that in- 
stitution. 

RESOLUTION AGREED TO. | 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Ewrne, call- 
ing on the Secretary of the ‘Treasury for inform- 
ation as to the construction placed by the Depart- 
ment on certain preémption laws, was considered 
and adopted. 

FRAUDS ON THE LAND OFFICCS. 

Mr. BLACK, on leave, introduced a joint reso- 

lution, directing the payment, out of the contin- 


gent fund of the Senate, of the expenses incurred |, to go on with the discussion. 


in taking testimony during the last Congress on | 
the subject of frauds alleged to have been com- | 
mitted on the United States land offices; which | 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 
NOTICES OF BILLS. | 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, gave notice that he | 
would to-morrow ask leave to introduce bills to 
authorize two railroad companies in Florida to 
locate their roads through the lands of the United 
States. | 
Mr. KING, of Georgia, on leave, and in pur- | 
suance of previous notice, introduced a bill making | 
an appropriation for the completion of certain 
roads, and the improvement of certain rivers, in 
the Territory of Florida; which was read twice 
and referred. 
LIBRARY OF COUNT BOURTONLIN. 
The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Preston, directing the Committee on the Library 
to inquire into the expediency of purchasing the 
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library of the late Count Bourtonlin, of Florence, 


was considered. 


Mr. PRESTON said, this library had been ex- | 


amined by a late distinguished member of Con- 
gress from Georgia, (Mr. Wilde,) who was a 
gentleman of great literary attainments, and emi- 
nently qualified to judge of its value, and who had 


| strongly recommended to this country the pur- | 


| chase of it. It was worth much more than it 
was offered for. He (Mr. P.) believed there was 
no difference of opinion in regard to the great | 
| value of it, and that it would be a proper acquisi- | 
| tion to the library of Congress. je opportunity 
would never perhaps occur again to purchase an 
aone. It was by mere aceident that the oppor- 
| tunity had presented itself. Itembraced books in 
| been devoted to the collection of this vast library. 
Mr. WEBSTER had a high opinion himself 
| of the great value of thislibrary. It was one of 
those collections rarely found, and such as he 
believed did not exist in any library of any of the 
United States, public or private. He understood 
the expense would not be very great. He thought 
this was a favorable opportunity to make a valu- 
able addition, if Congress saw fit to make such 
| addition, to their library. 
The resolution was then adopted. 
POST ROUTES. 
| The joint resolution from the House providing 


| for the establishment of certain post routes in | 


i} 
j 


|| Missouri and Arkansas, was read the first time. 


various languages; and many yearsof his life had | | 
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Carrera was read the second time, and considered 


as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered t be 
engrossed for a third reading. 
FORTIFICATIONS. 

Mr. BENTON eave notice that he would, on 
Monday next, immediately after the morning 
business, move to take up the bill making appro- 
priations for fortifications, reported by him from 
the Military Committee some days since. 

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. 

Mr. M ANGUM said that it was on his motion 
that the memorial of the Society of Frends on 
the subject of abolition had been laid on the table, 
and that he gave a pledge at the time to move to 


| take it up at an early day. 


He had made the motion in yoy ee of the 
indisposition of the gentleman from Mississippi, 
who was entitled to the floor, and who was unable 
He now, for the 
purpose of redeeming his pledge, moved to take 
up the memorial. Gentlemen might then make 
such disposition of it as they pleased. 

Mr. PORTER asked why the motion could 
not be delayed until Monday? He hoped the Sen- 
ate would not, by its vote, postpone the consid- 
eration of the general orders, which, it seemed, it 
was the general consent of the Senate to consider 
on one day of the week, for the purpose of acceler- 
ating the debate ona subject that had already 
been sufficiently discussed. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed, that it never was 
his wish to bring on the debate on this subject. 
His whole object had been, from the beginning, 
defensive—to resist. He had not any agency in 
bringing on the debate in the first instance; for 


|| he had restricted himself simply to demanding 


the question, without argument. While up, he 
“ail remind the Chair of the parliamentary rule 
which had hitherto been lost sight of. He held 
it to be the duty of the Chair, when any doubt 
existed as to a petition being unanimously re- 
ceived, to present to the House the question: 
** Shall the petition be received ?’’ without waiting 
for a member to demand it. This was the cor- 
rect parliamentary rule, as laid down by Mr. Jef- 
ferson in his Manual; and the Chair, by adhering 
to it, would relieve him from the necessity of de- 
manding the preliminary question when such 
petiuops were presented, 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said that he differed 
entirely with the gentleman from South Carolina. 
We require (said he) that the member presenting 
a petition shall state the substance of it in order 
that any member objecting to receiving it may 
make his objections cicies He recollected the 
virliamentary rule; but (said he) it isnot our rule, 
yut the rule of the British Parliament. He had 

no disposition to accelerate the discussion of the 
question. Had his inclination been consulted, 
the discussion would never have commenced at 
all, for he would have given the petitions the usual 
reference, and waited for a report, in order that 
the Senate might take such a course as would put 
the subject to rest. It was the question made by 
the gentleman from South Carolina that brought 
on the discussion. Gentlemen who felt that the 
right of petition was involved by it considered 
| themselves bound to go into the discussion. He 
| was not prepared, the moment a petition for abo- 
lition came tn, to refuse to receive it, although he 
knew the petitioners asked what he could not 
constitutionally do. The proper course would 


| Mr. LINN said that this was a resolution of || be, when such petitions came in, to give to them 


|| some importance, about which there could be no || 
| objection; and as it had already been examined | 


and passed in the other House, he hoped it would 
_be permitted to pass through its different stages 
at once. The object of the resolution was to give 
| a necessary facility of intercourse between the 
|, different military posts on the frontiers. 
| Mr. CALHOUN thought that the bill ought to 
be referred in the usual way, and made a motion 


|| agreed to. 
WABASH RIVER. 


| 

i 

| The bill making an appropriation for the im- 
| provement of the river 
|| third time and passed. 


HEIRS OF MILAN DE LA CARRERA. 


| 
| 


abash was read the || 


The bill for the relief of the heirs of Milan dela 


the usual action, and then such an expression of 
Opinion might be had as would put the subject 
|, at rest. Other gentlemen coming from the same 
|| section of country that he did, thought, with him, 
| that the right of petition ought not to be infringed, 
|| though they were as much oppused as any one 
| asa be to the objects of the petitioners. If, 
| 
| 


when the motion of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
| vania to reject the petition came up, the petition 


|| greater effect in putting an end to discussion on 
|| the subject than the question of the gentleman 
| from South Carolina, which, in fact, he thought 
| had brought it on. 
| Mr. CALHOUN had made no question of 
| order. He had merely suggested his construc- 
tion of what the parliamentary rule was. It was 
the duty of the Chair not to put any question of 


| 
i 
i 
| 
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receiving a petition until a regular motion was | 


made. here was either a rule to receive or not 
to receive. If there was no such rule, he had no 
right to insist. He considered it put down as 
one of the rules applicable to this country. He 
wished it to be settled that when a petition is to 
be received hereafter, the question should be 
made by the Chair as to receiving it. 


THE 


} 


The usual oath to su 
en administered to Mr. 


_W. by the Vice President, and he took his seat 


Mr. C. here read from Jefferson’s Manual the | 


rule in substance that, when petitiuons are pre- 


sented, the preliminary question is, whether they 


‘shall be received. ; 
Mr. WALL apprehended that this was not a 


time for a discussion of questions involving a | 


great constitutional principle. Whenever that 
time should arrive, he would undertake to show 
there was no such rule, requiring the question 
first to be made whether a petition should be 
received; and that the Senate had no right to 
make such arule. He should endeavor to show 
that the rule was adapted to the meridian of the 
country where it was made, and where the right 
of petition was abridged by the laws. He would 
undertake to show that it was not applicable to 
our legislation, but directly in the teeth of our 
Constitution. He would undertake to show that 
the whole Congress could not make a rule by 
which petitions might not be received; and if 
Congress could not, that the Senate could not do 
it. Every deliberative body might require that pe- 
titions presented to them should be drawn up in 
wroper and respectful language. This the Senate 
bred a right to judge of; but he held that no par- 
liamentary rule could interfere with the sacred 
right of petition, which was secured by the Con- 
stitution. 

The memorial was then taker up, and post- 
poned to Monday next. 

LAND CLAIMS IN MISSOURI. 

The bill confirming certain claims to land in the 
State of Missouri, was taken up; and, on motion 
by Mr LINN, postponed till this day week. 

BILLS READ TWICE. 

The following bills were severally read the 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole; and ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading: 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of the late 
General William Eaton; 

The bill for the relief of A. B. Ostrander; 

The bill to authorize the Archipelago Railroad 
and Banking Company, to locate their road 
through the lands of the United States; and 


in the Senate. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. Done.- 
son, his Private Secretary; which was read: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives : 


1 transmit, herewith, to Congress copies of the corre- 
spondence between the Secretary of State and the Chargé 
d’Affaires of his Britannic Majesty, relative to the media- 
tion of Great Britain in our disagreement with France, and 
to the determination of the French Government to execute 
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port the Constitution of |! differences which might otherwise have Iced to quarrels, 
‘the United States was i 


the treaty of indemnification, without further delay, on the | 


application for payment by the agent of the United States. 


The grounds upon which the mediation was accepted | 


will be found fully developed in the correspondence. On 
the part of France the mediation had been publicly accepted 
before the offer of it could be received here. Whilst each 
of the two Governments has thus discovered a just solici- 
tude to resort to all honorable means of adjusting amicably 


the controversy between them, it is a matter of congratu- | 
lation that the mediation has been rendered unnecessary. | 


Under such circumstances the anticipation may be conti- 
dently indulged that the disagreement between the United 
States and France will not have produced more than a 
temporary estrangement. The healing effects of time, a 


just consideration of the powerfnl motives for a cordial | 


good understanding between the two nations, the strong 
inducements each has to respect and esteem the other, will 
no doubt soon obliterate from their remembrance all traces 


| of that disagreement. 


| already had oceasion to express my bigh sense. Universal | 


Or the elevated and disinterested part the Government of 
Great Britain has acted, and was prepared to act, I have 


respect, and the consciousness of meriting it, are, with Gov- 
ernments as With men, the just rewards of those who faith- 


fully exert their power to preserve peace, restore harmony, | 


and perpetuate good will. 

J may be permitted, [ trust, at this time, without a sus- 
picion of the most reniote desire to throw off censure from 
the Executive, or to point it to any other department or 
branch of the Government, to refer to the want of effective 


preparation in which our country was found at the late |; 


ertsis. From the nature of our institutions, the movements 
of the Government in preparation for hostilities must ever 


be too slow for the exigencies of unexpected war. IT sub- | 


mit it, then, to you, whether the first duty we owe to the 
people who have confided to us their power is not to place 
our country in such an attitude as always to be so amply 
supplied with the means of self-defense as to afford no in- 
ducements to other nations to presume upon our forbear- 
ance, or to expect important advantages from a sudden 


| assault, either upon our commerce, our sea-coast, or our | 


interior frontier. In case of the commencement of hostilities 
during the recess of Congress, the time necessarily elapsing 


| before that body could be called together, even under the 


The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 


resentatives of Henry Eckford, deceased. 
REPRESENTATIVES OF MOSES SHEPHERD. 
The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 

tives of Moses Shepherd, deceased, was consid- 


ered; and, after a debate, in which it was supported | 


by Messrs. HENDRICKS, TYLER, KNIGHT, 
and PRENTISS, and opposed by Messrs. SHEP- 


most favorable circumstances, would be pregnant with 
danger, and if we escaped without signal disaster or national 


dishonor, the hazard of both unnecessarily incurred could | 


not fail to excite a feeling of deep reproach, I earnestly 
recommend to you, therefore, to make sueh provisions that 
in no future time shall we be found without ample means 
to repel aggression, even although-it may come upon us 
Without a note of warning. We are now fortunately so 
situated that the expenditure for this purpose will not be 
felt, and if it were, it would be approved by those from 
whom all its means are derived, and for whose benefit only 


it should be used with a liberal economy and enlightened | 


forecast. 
In behalf of these suggestions I cannot forbear repeating 


| the wise precepts of one whose counsels cannot be forgot- 


LEY, BLACK, and EWING of Ohic, was re- | 


jected by the following vote: 


YEAS — Messrs. Clay, Ewing of Ulinois, Hendricks, | 


Kent, Knight, Leigh, Linn, McKean, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Robinson, Southard, and Tyler—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Cuthbert, Ewing of Ohio, Hill, Hubbard, King of 
Alabama, King of Georgia, Mangum, Morris, Niles, Porter, 
Preston, Ruggles, Shepley, Switt, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tom- 
linson, White, and Wright—24. 

DISTRICT BANKS. 


The amendment of the House of Represent- 


atives to the bill to extend the charters of the | 
Bank of Columbia and the Bank of Alexandria, | 
to enable them to wind up their concerns, was | 


agreed to. 
PAYMENT OF VOLUNTEERS. 

The bill from the House, to provide for the 
payment of the services of the volunteers and 
militia corps in the service of the United States 
in Florida, was read twice by unanimous consent, 
and referred. 

The Senate then adjourned over to Monday. 





IN SENATE. 
Mowpay, February 22, 1836. 


Mr. BENTON presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Roserr J. 
lature of Mississippi a Senator from tWat State, 
to serve for six years from the 4th of March last. 


ALKER, elected by the Legis- | 


ten: * The United States ought not to indulge a persuasion 
that, contrary to the order of human events, they will for- 
ever keep at a distance those painful appeals to arms with 
which the history of every other nation abounds. There 


will be withheld, if not absolutely lost, by the reputation of 
weakness. If we desire to avoid insult, we must be abie 


to repelit. If we desire to secure peace, one of the most |! 


powertul instruments of our rising prosperity, it must be 
known that we are at all times ready for war.”’ 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
February 22, 1836. 





WasuINnGTon, January 27, 1836. 


The undersigned, his Britannic Majesty’s Chargé d’Af- | 


faires, has been instructed to state to Mr. Forsyth, the Sec- 
retary of State of the United States, that the British Gov- 
ernment has witnessed with the greatest pain and regret 
the progress of the misunderstanding which has lately grown 


up between the Governments of France and of the United | 
States. The first object of the undeviating policy of the 

| British Cabinet has been to maintain uninterrupted the re- 
| lations of peace between Great Britain and the other nations 


of the world, without any abandonment of national inter- 
ests, and without any sacrifice of national honor. The 
next object to which their anxious and unremitting exer- 
tions have been directed has been, by an appropriate exer- 
cise of the good offices and moral influence of Great Britain, 
to heal dissensions which may have arisen among neigh- 
boring Powers, and to preserve for other nations those bless- 
ings of peace which Great Britain is so desirous of securing 
for herself. 

The steady efforts of his Majesty’s Government have 
hitherto been fortunately successful in the accomplishment 
of both these ends; and while Europe, during the last five 
years, has passed through a crisis of extraordinary hazard 
without any disturbance of the general peace, his Majesty's 
Government has the satisfaction of thinking that it has on 
tnore than one occasion been instrumental! in reconciling 


, isa rank due to the United States among nations which | 








_February 22, 


and in cementing union between friendly Powers 

But, if ever there could be an occasion on which it would 
be painful to the British Government to see the relations of 
amity broken off between two friendly States, that occa: ion 
is undoubtedly the present, when a rapture is apprehended 
between two great Powers, with both of which Great Brit- 
| ain is united by the closest ties; with one of which she js 

engaged in active alliance; with the other of which she is 
joined by consmunity of interest and by the bonds of kindred. 

Nor would the grounds of difference on the present oc- 
casion reconcile the friends and well-wishers of the differ. 
ing parties to the misfortune of an open rupture between 
them. 

When the conflicting interests of two nations are so op- 
posed on a particular question as to admit of no possible 
compromise, the sword may be required tu cut the knot 
which reason is unable io untie. 

When passions have been so excited on both sides that 
no common standard of justice can be found, and what one 

| party insists on as a right the other denounces as a wrong, 
prejudice may become too headstrong to yield to the voice 
| of equity ; and those who can agree on nothing else may 
cousent to abide the fate of arims, and to allow that the 
party which shall prove the weakest in the war shall be 
deemed to have been wrong in the dispute. 

Kut in the present case there is no question of national 
| interest at issue between France and the United States, In 
| the present case there is no demand of justice made by one 

party, and denied by the other. The disputed claims of 
America on France, which were founded upon transactions 
in the early part of the present century, and were for many 
years in litigation, have at length been estabiished by mu- 
| tual consent, and are admitted by a treaty conciuded be- 
tween the two Governments. ‘The money due by France 
has been provided by the Chambers, and has been placed 
at the disposal of the French Government, for the purpose 
| of being paid to the United States. But questions have 
arisen between the two Governments in the progress of 
| those transactions, affecting on both sides the feelings of 
national honor; and itis on this ground that the relations be- 
tween the parties have been, for the moment, suspended, 
and are in danger of being more seriously interrupted. 

tn this state of things, the British Government is led to 
| think that the good offices of a third Power, equally the 
friend of France and of the United States, and prompted by 
considerations of the highest order most earnestly to wish 
for the continuance of peace, might be useful in restoring a 
| good understanding between the two parties, on a footing 

consistent with the nicest feelings of national honor in both. 

‘The undersigned has, theretore, been instructed by his 
Majesty's Government jormaily to tender to the Govern- 
ment of the United States the mediation of Great Britain, 
for the settlement of the differences beiween the United 
States and France; and to say that a note precisely similar 
to the present has been delivered to the French Govern- 
ment by his Majesty’s Embassador at Paris. The under- 
signed has, at the same time, to express the confident hope 
of his Majesty’s Government, that if the two partics would 
agree to refer to the Britisii Government the settlement of 
the point at issue between them, and to abide by the opin- 
ion Which that Government might, after duc consideration, 
communicate to the two parties thereupon, means might 
be found to satisfy the honor of each, without incurring 
those great and manifold evils which a rupture between 
two such Powers must inevitably entail on both. 

The undersigned has the honor to renew to Mr. Forsyth 
| the assurance of his most distinguished consideration. 
| CHARLES BANKHEAD. 


‘ 


| DePARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wasuninetron, February 3, 1836. 

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, 
has had the honor to receive the note, of the 27th ultimo, of 
Mr. Charles Bankhead, his Britannic Majesty’s Chargé 
| d’Affaires, offering to the Government of the United States 
| the mediation of his Britannic Majesty’s Government for 

the setuementof the differences unhappily existing between 

the United States and France. That communication hav- 

ing been submitted to the President, and considered with 

all the care belonging to the importance of the subject and 

the source from which it emanated, the undersigned has 
, been instructed to assure Mr. Bankhead that the disinter- 
ested and honorable motives which have dictated the pro- 
posal are fully appreciated. The pacific policy of: his 
Britannic Majesty’s Cabinet, and their efforts to heal dis- 
| sensions arising among nations, are worthy of the character 

and commanding influence of Great Britain ; and the suc- 
| cess of those efforts is as honorable to the Government by 
whose instrumentality it was secured, as it has been bene- 
ficial to the parties more immediately interested and to the 
world at large. 

The sentiments upon which this policy is founded, and 
which are so forcibly displayed in the offer that has been 
made, are deeply impressed upon the mind of the President. 
They are congenial with the institutions and principles, as 
well as with the interests and habits, of the people of the 
Uuited States; and it has been the constant aim of their 
Government, in its conduct towards other Powers, to ob- 
| serve and illustrate them. Cordially approving the general 
| views of his Britannic Majesty’s Government, the President 
| regards, with peculiar satisfaction, the enlightened and dis- 
interested solicitude manifested by it forthe welfare of the 
nations to whom its good offices are now tendered, and has 
seen with great sensibility, in the exhibition of that feeling, 
the recognition of that community of interests and those 
ties of kindred by which the United States and Great 
Britain are united. 

If circumstances did not render it certain, it would have 
been obvious, from the ae of Mr. Bankhead’s note to 
the undersigned, that the Government of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty, wuen the instructions under which it was prepared 
were given, could not have been apprised of all the steps 
taken in the controversy between the United States and 
France. It was necessarily ignorant of the tenor of the two 
recent messages of the President to Congress—the first com- 











1836. 
municated at the commencement of the present session, 
under date of the 7th of December, 1835, and the second 
under that of the 15th of January, 1836. Could these doc- 
uments have been within the knowledge of his Britannic 
Maijesty’s Government, the President does not doubt that it 


would have been fully satisfied that the disposition of the | 


United States, notwithstanding their well-grounded and 
serious causes Of complaint against France, to restore 


friendly relations and cultivate a good understanding with | 


the Government of that country, was undiminished, and 
that all had already been done, on their part, that could in 
reason be expected of them to secure that result. 
of these documents, although it gave such a history of the 
origin and progress of the claims of the Unitéd States, and 
of the proceedings of France before and since the treaty of 
1831, as to vindicate the statements and recommendations 
of the message of the Ist of December, 1834, yet expressly 
disclaimed the offensive interpretation put upon it by the 
Governinent of France; and, while it insisted on the ac- 
knowledged rights of the United States, and the obligations 
of the treaty, and maintained the honor and independence 
of the American Government, evinced an anxious desire to 
do all that constitutional duty and strict justice would per- 
mit, to remove every cause of irritation and excitement. 
The special message of the 15th January last, being called 


for by the extraordinary and inadmissible demands of the 
Government of France, as defined in the last official com- || 
munications at Paris, and by the continued refusal of | 
France to execute a treaty, from the faithful performance | 


of which by the United States it was tranquilly enjoying 
important advantages, it became the duty of the President 
to recommend such measures as might be adapted to the 
exigencies of the occasion. 
nauon distinguished for honor and iatelligence could have 
determined perinanently to maintain a ground so indefens- 


ible, and anxious still to leave open the door of reconcilia- | 


tion, the President contented himself with proposing to 
Congress the mildest of the remedies given by the law and 
practiee of nations ; in connection with such propositions 
tor defense as were evidently required by the condition of 
the United States. and the attitude assumed by France. In 
all these proceedings, as well as in every stage of these dif- 


ficuities with France, it is confidently believed that the | 


course of the United States, when duly considered by other 
Governments and the world, will be found to have been 


marked, not only by a pacific disposition, but by a spirit of | 


forbearance and conciliation. 
For a further illustration of this point, as well as for the 
purpose of presenting a lucid view of the whole subject, the 


undersigned has the honor to transmit to Mr. Bankhead | 


copies of all that part of the message of December 7, 1835, 
which relates to it, and of the correspondence reterred to 
therein; and also copies of the message and accompanying 
documents of the 16th of January, 1835, and of another 
message of the 18th of the same month, transmitting a re- 
port ot the Secretary of State, and certain documents con- 
nected with the subject. 

These papers, while they bring down the history of the 
misunderstanding between the United States and France to 
the present date, will also remove an erroneous impression 
which appears to be entertained by his Bntannic Majesty’s 
Government. It it suggested in Mr. Bankhead’s note that 
there is no question of national interest at issue between 
France and the United States; and that there is no demand 
of justice made by the one party and denied by the other. 
This suggestion appears to be founded on the facts, that the 
claims of the United States have been admitted by a treaty 
concluded between the two Governments, and that the 
money due by France has been provided by the Chambers 
and placed at the disposal of the French Government for 
the purpose of being paid to the United States. But it is to 
be observed, that the payment of the money thus appropri- 
ated is refused by the French Government, unless the Uni- 
ted States will first comply with a condition not contained 
in the treaty, and not assented to by them. This refu- 
sal to make payment is, in the view of the United States, 
a denial of justice ; and has not only been accompanied by 
acts and language of which they have great reason to com- 
plain, but the delay of payment is highly injurious to those 
American citizens who are entitled to share in the indem- 
nification provided by the treaty, and to the interests of the 
United States; inasmuch as the reduction of the duties 
levied on French wines, in pursuance of that treaty, has 
diminished the public revenue, and has been, and yet is, 
enjoyed by France, with all the other benefits of the treaty, 
Without the consideration and equivalents for which 
they were granted. Butthere are other national interests— 
and, in the judgment of this Government, national interests 
of the highest order—invoived in the condition prescribed 
and insisted on by France, which it has been, by the Pres- 
ident, made the duty of the undersigned to bring distinctly 
intoview. That condition proceeds onthe assumption, that 
a foreign Power, whose acts are spoken of by the President 
of the United States in a message to Congress, transmitted 
in obedience to his constitutional duties, and which deemed 
itself aggrieved by the language thus heid by him, may, as 
a matter of right, require from the Government of the United 
States a direct official explanation of such language, to be 
given in such form, and expressed in such terms, as shall 
meet the requirements and satisfy the feelings of the of- 
fended party; and may, in default of such explanation, 
annul or suspend a solemn treaty duly executed by its con- 
stitutional organ. Whatever may be the responsibility of 
those nations whose Executives possess the power of de- 
claring war, and of adopting other coercive remedies, with- 
out the intervention of the legislative department, for the 
language held by the Executive in addressing that depart- 
ment, itis obvious that, under the Constitution of the United 
States, which gives to the Executive no such powers, but 
vests them exclusively in the Legislature, while at the same 
time itimposes on the Executive the duty of laying before the 
Legislature the state of the nation, with such recommend- 


ations as he may deem proper, no such responsibility can | 
be admitted without impairing that freedom «f intercom- | 


munication which is essential to the system, and without 


The first | 


Unwilling to believe that a | 


THE CO 














government. In accordance with this view of the Federal 
Constitation, has beet the practice under it. The state- 
ments and recommendations of the President to Congress 
are regarded by this Government as a part of the purely 
domestic consultations held by its ditferent Departments—- 
eonsultations in which nothing is addressed to foreign 


| | 


Powers, and in which they cannot be permitted to interfere, | 


and for which, unul consummated and carried out by acts 
emanating from the proper constitutional organs, the nation 
is not responsible, and the Government not lable to account 
to other States. 


It will be seen from the accompanying correspondence, | 


that when the condition referred to was first proposed in the 
Chamber of Deputies, the insuperable objections to it were 


fully communicated by the American Minister at Paris to | 
the French Government ; and that he distinctly informed it | 
that the condition, if prescribed, could never be complied | 


with. The views expressed by hun were approved by the 
President, and have been since twice asserted and entorced 


by him in his message to Congress, in terms proportioned, | 


in their explicitness and solemnity, to the conviction he en 
tertains of the importance and inviolability of the principle 
involved. 

The United States cannot yield this principle, nor can 
they do, or consent to any measure by which its influence 
in the action of their political system ean be obstructed or 
diminished. Under these circumstances, the President feels 


that he may rely on the intelligence and liberality of his | 
Britannic Majesty’s Government for a correct estimation | 


of the imperative obligations which leave him no power to 
submit this point to the control of any foreign State, what- 
ever may be his confidence in its justice and impartiality — 
a confidence which he has taken pleasure in instructing the 
undersigned to state is fully reposed by him in the Govern- 
ment of his Britannic Majesty. 

So great, however, is the desire of the President for the 
restoration of a good understanding with the Government 
of France, provided it can be effected on terms compatibie 
with the houor and independence of the United States, that 
if, after the frank avowal of his sentiments upon the point 
last referred to, aud the explicit reservation of that point, 
the Government of his Britannic Majesty shail believe that 
iis mediation can be usetul in adjusting the differences 
which exist between the two countries, and in restoring all 
their relations to a triendiy footing, he instructs the under- 
signed to inform Mr. Bankhead that, in such case, the offer 
of mediation made in his note is cheerfully accepted. 

The United States desire nothing but equal and exact 
justice ; and they cannot but hope, that the good offices of 
a third Power, friendly to both parties, and prompted by the 
elevated considerations manifested in Mr. Bankhead’s note, 
may promote the attainment of this end. 

Influenced by these motives, the President will cordially 
cooperate, so far as bis constitutional powers may enable 
him, in such steps as may be requisite, on the part of the 


United States, to give effect to the proposed mediation. He | 


trusts that no unnecessary delay will be allowed to occur ; 
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15th instant, in which he states, by the instructions of his 
Government, that the British Government liave received a 
communication from that of France, which fulfills the wi-hes 
that impelled his Britannic Majesty to offer his mediation 
for the purpose of effecting an amicable adjustment of the 
ditlerence between France and the United States—that the 
French Government, being sausfied with the frank aud hon- 
orabie manner in which the President has, in his recent mes- 
sage, expressed himself in regard to the points of dificrence 
between the two Governments, ts ready to pay the instail- 
ment due on account of the indemnity, Whenever it shall 
be claimed by the Government of the United States, and 
that this communication is made to the Government of Great 
Britain, not as a formal mediator, but as a common friend 
of both parties. 

The undersigned has submitted this note of his Britannic 
Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires to the President, and is in- 
structed to reply, that the President bas received this in 
formation with the highest satistaction—a satisfaction as 
sincere as was his regretat the unexpected Occurrence of the 
difficulty created by the erroneous impressions heretotore 
made upon the national sensibility of France. By the ful- 
fillment of the obligations of the convention between the 
two Governments, the great cause of difference will be re- 
moved; and the President anticipates that the benevolent 
and magnanimous wishes of his Britannic Majesty's Gov 
ernment will be speedily realized, as the temporary estrange 
ment between the two nations, who have so many common 
interests, will no doubt be followed by the restoration of 


| their ancient ties of friendship and esteem. 


The President has further instructed the undersigned to 
express to his Britannic Majesty’s Government his sensibility 


| at the anxious desire it has displayed to preserve the rela 


| tions of peace between the United States and Franee, and 


and instructs the undersigned to request, that the earliest | 


information of ihe measures taken by Great Britain, and of 
their result, may be communicated to this Government. 
The undersigned avails himself of the occasion to renew 
to Mr. Bankhead the assurances of his distinguished con- 
sideration. JOHN FORSYTH. 
Wasurineron, Februcry 15, 1836. 
The undersigned, his Britannie Majesty’s Chargé d’Af- 
faires, with reference to his note of the 27th of jast month, 
has the honor to inform Mr. Forsyth, Secretary of State of 
the United States, that he has been instructed by his Gov 
ernment to state, that the British Government has received 
a communication from that of France, which fulfills the 


Wishes that impelled his Britannic Majesty to otier his | 


mediation for the purpose of effecting an amicable adjust- 
ment of the difference between France and the United 
States. 


The French Government has stated to that of his Majesty, 


that the frank and honorable manner in which the President 
has, in his recent message, expressed himself with regard 
to the points of difference between the Governments of 
France and of the United States, has removed those diffi- 
culties, upon the score of national honor, which hitherto 


stood in the way of the prompt execution by France of the | 


treaty of the 4th July, 1831, and that, consequently, the 
French Government is now ready to pay the instailment 
which is due on account of the American indemnity, when- 
ever the payment of that instaliment shall be claimed by the 
Government of the United States. 

The French Government has also stated that it made this 
communication to that of Great Britain, not regarding the 
British Government as a formal mediator, since its offer of 
mediation had then reached only the Government of France, 
by which it had been accepted ; but looking upon the British 
Government as a common friend of the two parties, and, 
therefore, as a natural channel! of communication between 
them. 


The undersigned is further instructed to express the sin- | 


cere pleasure which is felt by the British Government at the 
prospect thus afforded of an amicable termination of a dif- 
ference which has produced a temporary estrangement be- 
tween two nations who have so many interests in common, 
and who are so entitled to the friendship and esteem of each 
other ; and the undersigned has also to assure Mr. Forsyth 
that it has afforded the British Government the most lively 
satisfaction to have been, upon this occasion, the channel 
of a communication which, they trust, will lead to the com- 
plete restoration of friendly relations between the United 
States and France. 

The undersigned has great pleasure in renewing to Mr. 
Forsyth the assurance of his most distinguished considera- 
tion. CHARLES BANKHEAD. 
The Hon. Joun Forsytn, &c. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wasuineton, February 16, 1836. 


the exertions it was prepared to make to effectuate that 
object, so essential to the prosperity and congenial to the 
wishes of the two nations, and to the repose of the world, 
Leaving his Majesty’s Government to the consciousness 
of the elevated motives which have governed its conduct, 
and to the universal respect Which must be secured to it, 
the President is satisfied that no expressions, however strong, 
of his own feelings, can be appropriately used, which eould 
add to the gratification afforded to his Majesty’s Govern 
ment at being the channel of communication to preserve 


| peace, and restore goodwill between differing nations, each 


of whoin is its friend. 

The undersigned avails himseif of this occasion to renew 
to Mr. Bankhead the assurance of his distinguished consid 
eration. JOHN FORSYTH. 
CHARLES BANKHEAD, Esq. 

Mr. CLAY said he rose to propose, as the course 
most proper and agreeable to the Senate, that the 
message and documents just read be laid on the 
table and printed; but before I make any motion, 
(said he,) allow me to express my satisfaction at 
the happy termination of the unfortunate differ- 
ences between two nations who had so little cause 
for enmity towards each other. He could not (he 
said) withhold the expression of his cordial con- 
gratulation to the Senate for the agency it had in 
producing this happy termination of the difficulty. 

f the Senate had not, by its unanimous vote of 


‘last September, declared that it was inexpedient 


to adopt any legislative action upon the subject of 
our relations with France—if it had vielded to the 
recommendations of the Executive in ordering 
reprisals against that Power—it could not be 


' doubted but that war would exist atthis moment in 


|| its mostserious state. Nay, further: ifthe Senate 


had not, at the close of the last session, refused the 
unconstitutional appropriation of $3,000,006, pro- 
posed under extraordinary circumstances, and 
without any specific limitations, could there be any 
doubt that at this moment war would be raging be- 
tween the two countries? The correspondence 
between the two Governments disclosed great mis- 
takes on both sides; but it was not his purpose, 
under the present happy circumstances, to throw 
any censure on either party. Upon one point 


_of the correspondence, however, he trusted he 
| would be excused for making a few observations. 


| The great principle which created an obstacle to 


the settlement of the controversy was, as avowed 
by the President, that, for any communication 
made by him, publicly made, made in the presence 
of the world, made in the presence of the diplomat- 
ic corps assembled at the seat of Government, no 
matter what the official character of the commu- 
nication, foreign Governments have no right to 
demand an explanation of it. He must be per- 
mitted to observe that, if this principle be correct, 
we must hold it towards other nations. If we 
have the right to use offensive language towards 


| other nations, they have the right to speak of us 


| 


in like manner. he King of France and other 


‘foreign potentates, in their communications to 


their Legislatures, have the right to use offensive 
language to us—to menace us, and to charge us 
with want of good faith. If the principle be true, 
that we have no right to ask explanations of offens- 





| ive language towards us, if it be true that for- 


mel ceo tee we vealed sis Pesieaiteee a el ti have no right to ask the same of us 
eign nations have sk the Pp , 


surrendering, in this important particular, the right of self- || bas had the bonor to receive Mr. Bankhead’s note of the 
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| | . . 
it ought to inculcate on all the greatest caution in ‘| Mr. BUCHANAN suggested the printing of | Pensions, to which had been referred the petition 


speaking of each other; but it was a little re- | 
markable, that, while this principle was claimed 
so strongly by the Executive, it had been viola- 
ted in more than one instance. The first violation 
of it was in a communication of our Secretary of 
State to our Minister at the Court of Great Brit- 
ain, in which he apologizes for a claim made by 
this Government, which he was instructed to 
abandon. And what was this rightclaimed? It 
was no other than the right to carry our own pro- 
ducts to the ports of the British colonies. There 
was also an invitation to the British Government 
to look into the part which the Secretary himself 
had acted, the part which his predecessors had 
acted; and, in short, the part which his party 
had acted in reference to this matter. It was a 
little remarkable, too, that this Secretary himself 
had, in March, 1823, voted for the very principle 
to carry our products to the ports of a foreign 
nation which he thus condemned and instructed 
our Minister to abandon. But again: Mr. Liv- 
ingston made an unauthorized explanation to the 
French Government, which the President sanc- 
tioned; and he should like to know the difference 
between an unauthorized explanation that was 
sanctioned by the Executive, and one made by 
himself; the former he should think was the 
most objectionable, because it was establishing a 
dangerous principle, if our Ministers abroad were 
permitted to assume such a discretion. The prin- 
ciple inculeated by the President had been viola- 
ted in another instance. The letter of the Due 
de Broglie to Mr. Pageot was presented to Mr. 
Forsyth in September last, and he refused to 
receive it; and in three days afterwards he ad- 
dressed a note to Mr. Barton, in which he said 
not one word about the letter to Mr. Pageot. 
Yet in his message of December last he made an 
explanation almost inthe very language required 
by the Due de Broglie. This explanation was | 
made with two objects inview. ‘The first was to 
get with France all the merit of making an ex- 
planation; and the next was to get with the peo- 
ple of the United States the merit of not making 
any explanation at all. He was truly glad that 
France saw the subject in its true light. The 
moment she saw the explanation he made ar- 
rangements to pay the money. France saw that, 
while the President protested that he would not 
explain, he did explain; and that, while protest- 
ing that he would not apologize, he did apologize. 
Mr. C. was filled with joy and satisfaction that 
the calamities of war had been averted; and al- 
though he was not one of those who believed that 
war would ensue, yet it was impossible, from the 
course of the two Governments, or rather of their 
agents, not to feel apprehensions. If, unfortu- 
nately, we had been involved in war, what would 
have been its character? It would not have been 
a war for the defense of civil liberty, or of our 
national honor or national rights; but it would 
have been a war for the recovery of a debt can- 
celed by the very act; a war for offensive language 
used towards France by our Chief Magistrate, dis- 
approved by both Houses of Congress and by the 
people; a war, the result of false translations on 
the one side, and of false positions on the other. 
He had one regret to express, which came in as 
some alloy to his feelings of joy and satisfaction 
on this occasion. It was that our good old Pres- | 
ident would not suffer us for one moment to be 
at peace. The prospect of a war with France | 
was hardly over, before he wages a new war upon 
the surplus fund, which he is very anxious to 
distribute. He hoped that he, and his friends in | 
the Senate, would suffer that fund to be applied | 
to those peaceful purposes, more calculated for 
the prosperity and happiness of the country. He 
concurred most eae in the praise the Presi- | 
dent had so justly bestowed on the disinterested 
mediation of Great Britain. A war between this 


ing trade to Great Britain, enriching her commerce | 
and building up her navigating interest. She had 
maguanimously overlooked all these advantages, 
and had nobly stepped forward to restore harmon 
between two countries, whose hostility to pos | 
other would have so greatly redounded to her | 
commercial advantage. 
He concluded by moving that the message and | 


documeuts be laid on the table and printed, li 


five thousand additional copies, to which Mr. 


Cray assented, and the printing was ordered ac- | 


cordingly. 


Mr. PRESTON said, as this was an interest- | 


ing day to the nation, he would move that the 


Senate adjourn. The House of Representatives, | 


he said, had already adjourned over. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ad- | 


journed. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, February 23, 1836. 


The Chair announced a communication from | 
the War Department, transmitting a report from | 
the Topographical Bureau on the subject of the | 
improvements of the harbor at the mouth of the | 


Kalamazoo river, called for by a resolution of the 
Senate. 


Mr. EWING, of Illinois, gees the peti- | 


tion of Pierre Menard; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. And the petition of 
Isaac King; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 


Mr. WALL presented the petition of William | 


Anthony Paradise; which was referred to the 
Committee of Clams. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, leave was given to 
William G. Foster to withdraw his petition and 
papers, presented at this session. 

Ir. WALL presented the —— of a num- 
ber of citizens of Cape May, New Jersey, pray- 
ing for an far peony for the erection of a stone 
pier somewhere near the point of Cape May 
roads, for the protection of the coasting trade 
of the Delaware; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the memorial of 
sundry citizens of New Jersey, praying that some 
change may be made in the naturalization laws; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of 
Charles G. Hunter, of the Navy, praying to be 
paid for the time he was suspended from duty; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 


Affairs. 


Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Patter- 


son, New Jersey, praying for the revision and 
| amendment of the naturalization laws; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. KENT presented the petition of the rep- 
resentatives of the late Lieutenant John Trueman, 


'of the revolutionary army; the petition of the |) 


/representatives of the late Lieutenant Golds- 
borough, of the revolutionary army; and the peti- 
tion of the widow and son of the late Luke Mer- 

\ryman, a soldier of the revolutionary army, 
severally praying for the commutation of half pay 
and bounty land; which were referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of Elizabeth Merryman, the 
widow ofa revolutionary soldier, praying for a 


oe which was referred to the Committee on | 


ensions. 
| Mr. BENTON presented the proceedings and 
memorial of the citizens of St. Louis, praying 
that the Cumberland road may be located so as 
'to pass through that place to Jefferson City; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
/and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
| Affairs, made a report on the petition of Nonda- 
shema, alias Peter W. Knaggs, a Chippewa 
Indian; aecompanied by the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration ofthe petition. 
The report was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. LEIGH, from the Committee on Revolu- 


| tionary Claims, to which had been referred the 
country and France would have given the carry- || 


spay of the legal representatives of Henry 
“isher, deceased, reported a bill for their relief; 
which was read,and ordered to a second read- 
| ing. 


| Mr. TALLMADGE, from the Committee on | 


| oe Affuirs, to which had been referred the 


petition of Marinus W. Gilbert, reported a bill | 


| for his relief; which was read, and ordered to a 
| second reading 


Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 


_ of Daniel Stoddard, reported a bill for his relief: 


‘| which was read, and ordered toa second reading 
|| Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce. 

to which various memorials had been referred. 
an that New Castle, in Delaware, may be 
made a port of entry, made a report on the same 
| that, as the State of Delaware is established as one 
collection district, the port of entry to which js 
|| Wilmington, a deputy collector be appointed to 

reside at New Castle, and ending with a resoly- 
} tion directing the reference of the subject to the 
| Secretary of the Treasury; and the report being 
considered by the Senate, the reference was or. 
dered accordingly. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, from the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, to which had been 
referred the bill appropriating the surplus of the 
| appropriation for the construction of the bridge 
‘| across the Potomac to the improvement of the 
Maryland avenue leading to said bridge, reported 
the same with amendments; which were read. 

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 
‘| Mr. KING, of Alabama, in pursuance of notice 
' given, asked and obtained leave, and introduced 
the following bills; which were severally read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals: 

A bill to authorize the East Florida Railroad 
Company to construct a road through the public 
lands; and 
| <A bill to authorize the Pensacola and Perdido 
| Railroad and Canal Company to construct a road 

and cut a canal through the public lands. 


| 
RESOLUTIONS. 
| 


| Mr. LINN submitted the following resolutions; 
|| which lie on the table one day: 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
| to inquire whether any existing law justifies the War De- 
| partment in withholding money from those to whom it was 
| granted for pensions. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of extending the 
northern boundary line of the State of Missouri westward 
to the Missouri river, and eastward from the Rapids of the 
Des Moines to the Mississippi; and whether such extension 
of the line would conflict with the fourth article in the 
treaty of Prairie du Chien, made in the year 1830, between 
| the United States and the Sioux, Toways, Ottoes, Omahas, 
| Missouries, and confederated tribes of Sacs and Foxes. 

Resolved, That the Committee to Audit and Control the 

| Contingent Expenses of the Senate inquire into the expedi- 

ency of employing a lithographer for executing such maps 
and charts as the Senate may order to be printed. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs inquire 
into the expediency of makjng an appropriatidn to extin- 
guish the Indian title to that portion of country situated 
between the western boundary line of the State of Mis- 
|| souri and the Arkansas river; and that the said committee 
|| call on the Secretary of War for all the information in his 
| possession touching this subject, and also for his opinion of 
| the policy of this measure as connected with the permanent 
peace and tranquillity of the white and red men in that 
quarter of the country. 


Mr SWIFT submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to cause 
to be surveyed the most eligible site for fortifications on 
Lake Champlain, near the Province of Lower Canada, 
suitable for the defense of the commerce of said lake, 
| within the United States; and that he cause to be made 
| the proper estimates of the expense necessary for the erec- 
| tion and arming such fortifications, and that he make re- 
|| port thereof to the Senate at the next session of Congress. 
| Mr. PORTER submitted the following resolu- 
_ tion; which was considered and agreed to: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 


1 structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 


|| for an equitable settlement of the claims of the late John 
| Hudrey, of Louisiana, for his services and advances for the 
\| defense of New Orleans, in 1814 and 1815; and that the 
| documents on the files of the Senate, in relation to that 
|| subject, be referred to the same committee. 
PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
| Mr. KNIGHT presented certain resolutions 
| adopted by the General Assembly of the State of 
| Rhode Island, instructing their Senators and 
|| requesting their Representatives in Congress to 
|| use their exertions and influence to procure, at 
| the present session of Congress, or as early as 
| may be, the enactment of a law providing for the 
distribution, in time of peace, in just and equi- 
1 table proportions, to and amongst the several 
| States, of the moneys annually accruing as net 
|| proceeds from sales of the public lands of the 
nited States, and to aid the passage of such law 
by their votes. 
| The resolutions were laid on the table, and or- 
‘| dered to be printed. 
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PRINTING OF THE SENATE. 


The report of the Committee on the Contingent 
Fund of the Senate, to which had been referred 
the resolution submitted by Mr. Souruarp on the 
subject of printing, was considered. ‘The report 
recommends the adoption of the resolution mes 
provides for rescinding a rule of the Senate re- 
quiring the Secretary, when the same document 
is ordered to be printed by both Houses, to make 
such an arrangement with the Clerk of the House 
as will prevent the paying for its double compo- 
sition. 

The question being on concurring with the 
report of the committee, 

Mr. BENTON observed, that as that report 
and resolution went to undoa very wholesome 
and necessary regulation adopted by the Senate 
with a view of preventing great mischief, he 
wished to call the particular attention of the Sen- 
ate to it. He should be very unwilling to sce the 
present rule changed, and the mischievous conse- 

uences of the former practice again ensuing. 

We all know (said he) that, when the present rule 
was aaopted, what vast quantities of printing was 
ordered, and paid double for, at both ends of the 
Capitol, and that, after a distribution by tons 
weight among the truak makers, the domestic 
market was glutted. Before that me, the docu- 
ments were sold in the city at four to five cents 
per pound, to the trunk makers and grocers; but 
after the great panic session, at which double sets 
of documents were printed by cart-loads, with 
the names, too, of men both alive and dead, the 
domestic market was glutted; and he had been 
told by the servants, whose perquisites these doc- 
uments generally were, that they fell to about two 
cents per pound; they fell like the prices of butter 
and eggs in the interior of New York, which 
they were so feelingly told of in one of these 
yanic memorials. Now, he hoped that the reso- 
ed which would introduce a practice so mis- 
chievous, opening the floodgates to a great deal 
of useless printing, would not prevail. If, how- 
ever, the Senate should, contrary to his expecta- 
tion, adopt it at the present moment, he gave 
notice, that he should consider it his bounden 
duty, at the earliest opportunity that he saw a 
chance of succeeding, to move to rescind it. 

Mr. SOUTHARD did not think three or four 
thousand dollars for printing extravagant. The 
whole object he had in view was set forth in the 
report of thecommittee which had just been read, 
and to whom the subject on his motion had been 
referred. Documents sent to the Senate, and or- 
dered by it to be printed, the Sccretary of the 
Senate had first to go to the House of Represent- 
atives, and ascertain whether it had been ordered 
by that House. If ordered there, he could not 
get it printed, and it never appeared in the bound 
volumes of the Senate. The printer of the House 





| 


of Representatives was not under the control of | 


the Senate, and the result was, that the printing 
which had been ordered by the Senate, was done 
under the direction and superintendence of an 
officer of the House of Representatives, who was 
not amenable to the Senate. The Senate might 
order the printing of an important document, and 
the committee be ready to act upon it, but could 


not do so until sented under the order of the | 
House of Representatives, and the committee 


would, consequently, have to wait for it. The 


committee of the Senate must wait on the will of | 


the officer of that House, who would be sure to 
give a preference to the committee of that branch 
to which he belonged. The delay in his (Mr. 
S.’s) opinion caused the loss of more money than 
if printed under the order of the Senate. If a 
Senator wished a document of a preceding ses- 
sion, ordered to be printed by the Senate, he goes 
to look for it in the books of the Senate, and itis 
not to be found anywhere among the Senate docu- 
ments. He, therefore, must search for them 
among the House documents. The Senate docu- 


ments, therefore, did not give a faithful history of | 


the Senate proceedings. As tothat part of the re- 
port relating tothe printers themselves, the Senate 
must actas 1t felt. 
to be in readiness to do the printing promptly. 
They had to have in their employment a great 
number of hands, at great expense, to enable them 


he printers of the Senate have | 


THE 


speedily to do the printing of the Senate, and he | 


thought it not fair treatment under their contract 
to withhold from them the printing that especially 
belonged to them. The printing was not enor- 
mous In amount; and the amount of mon y re- 
quired to have it done would not binder him from 
voting for what he conceived necessary to enable 
him to perform his duties promptly and feithfully. 

Mr. LINN said, that as some difference of | 
opinion on this subject scemed to exist among 
gentlemen of greater experience than himself, he 
should like to have an opportunity of inquiring 
into it further. If it was necessary for the public 
service that the resolution should pass, he would 
cheerfully vive it his support; but if, on the con- 
trary, the resolution would introduce a wasteful 
and extravagant expenditure, he must oppose it. 
He was, however, entirely unacquainted with the 
subject, and would be pleased if the resolution 
could be laid on the table for a few days, to give 
him an opportunity of examining into it. Mr. L. 
then made a motion to that etleet; which was 
acre ed to. 

Mr. BENTON said, that as it was one o’clock, 
he would avail himself of that opportunity—the | 
earliest that had been afforded him—to move to 
take up the fortification bill, in pursuance of the 
instructions of the committee. He hoped there | 
would be no objection on the part of the Senate | 
to take up the bill at this time. 

Mr. EWING had been anxious to get up the | 
land bill, and it would be recollected that it was | 
on his motion that that bill had been made the | 
order for Monday last. Inasmuch, however, as 
the fortification bill had been waiting for some 
days, and as the public service required that the 
subject should receive an early attention, there 
would be no objection to taking it up on his part. 

‘The bill was then taken up and read; after 
which Mr. BEN'TON addressed the Senate in a | 
lengthy and able exposition of the principles and | 
objects of the bill; and when he had concluded, | 

Mr. PRESTON referred to some amendments | 
he intended to propose, relative to the provision 
for steam-batteries, and to the provisions for the | 
fortifications for which surveys and estimates 
have not yet been made. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, February 23, 1836. 

Several messages from the President of the 
United States were received by the hauds of Mr. | 
DoneE.son, his Private Secretary; which were laid 
before the House by the Speaker. 

The message in reference to the French treaty | 
(as published on page 198,) having been read, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved that it 
be laid on the table and printed, together with the 
accompanying documents. 

Mr. DAVIS moved that ten thousand extra 
copies be printed. 

Mr. GILLET named twenty-five thousand. 

The CHAIR said that the motion for an extra 
number of copies must, under the rule, lie over 
one day. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to referthe message, &c., 
to the Committee on Forcign Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON then withdrew his motion to 
lay the message on the table; and it was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs,and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. PARKER moved to suspend the rule for 
the purpose of considering, at that time, the mo- 


tion to print an extra number of copies of the || 


President’s message. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY asked for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to suspend the rule; which 
were not ordered. 

The motion of Mr. Parker was agreed to— 
ayes 112, noes 41. 

So the House determined to consider the mo- 
| tion to print additional copies of the message. 

Mr. JOHNSON stated that the ordering of 
_ extra numbers of public documents accounted in 
part for the extraordinary increase in the contin- 
gent expenses of the House within the last few 
years; thata few years ago the contingent ex- 
penses of both Houses of Congress were less 
than twenty thousand dollars, and during the last 
year amounted to about three hundred thousand 
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dollars, and the eXpenses of the House alone to 
more than two hundred thousand. 

Mr. LAY said that they had now laid on their 
tables, for the first time, documents which had 
been ordered at the commencement of the session; 
he would, therefore, move that the message and 
documents be princed, and furnished to members 
before the first of June next. 

The question was taken on this motion; and it 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. PARKER said that this was the most 
important document, and one in which the com- 
munity felt a greater interest, than any message 
which had been sent to Congress the present 
session, and the House should publish it tor dis- 
tribution in every hamlet in the country. It an- 
hounces tous that the money which was justly 
due from France, and has been wrongfully with- 
held, is about to be paid; and it also announced 
that our national honor has been sustained. The 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jomnson] had 
said that the message would be published in every 
paper in the United States. That was true; but 
many of the papers were of a small size, and it 
would be some time before they could publish it; 
and then the shape in which it would be placed 
was objectionable. If there was a document on 
which he should place his frank, the present 
message was the one; and he did not want it in 
a newspaper, but ina book, so that it would be 
laid up and preserved, 

Mr. ADAMS said there was an additional rea- 
| son to those which were suggested by the gentle- 
man from New Jersey, (Mr. Parker,] and it was 
at least aa equally powerful one with him for wish- 
ine the document to be distributed to its utmost 

possible extent. He meant what he conceived to 

| be the moral of this controversy with France—the 
recommendation with which it elosed, and the 
quotation from the almost inspired words of the 
Father of his Country. 

Mr. BOON said that there were but few of his 
constituents who could get the message through 
the newspapers; he therefore moved that forty 
thousand copies be printed. 

The question was taken on Mr. Boon’s motion 
to print forty thousand copies; which was decided 
in the negative. 

The question wasthen taken on Mr. Gitier’s 
motion to print twenty-five thousand 
which was decided in the affirmative—yeas 103, 
nays 72 


copies, 


dee 
RELATIONS WITH FRANCE. 
The following message from the President was 
then read: 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
I transmit to the House of Representatives, in answer to 
their resolution of the —— of February metant, reports 
| from the Seeretary of State and the Secretary of the Treas 
fury, With accompanying documents, relating to the rela 
tions between the United States and France. For reasons 
adverted to by the Seeretary of State, the resolutions of 
the House have not been more fllly complied with. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 

Wasuincton, February 18, 1836. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, said that as there 
| was, then, no necessity of referring these docu- 
| ments to a committee, he moved that they be laid 
on the table and printed; which was agreed to, 
| The CHAIR proceeded tocall for reports from 
| standing committees, when 

Mr. ADAMS reminded the Chair that the rule 
| required that after the first thirty days of the ses- 

sion, petitions should be called for on the first 
\\ day of the meeting of the House in each week. 


| The SPEAKER, on referring to the rule, an- 
| nounced that petitions were in order. 

The question pending on the last petition day 
was a point of order arising on an appeal taken 
| by Mr. Vinton from the decision of the Chair, 
| on the presentation of an abolition petition by 
| Mr. Briees. 
| Mr. MILLER moved that the question of or- 
| der be postponed until Monday next. 
| Mr. VINTON said, that if the motion to post- 
| pone should prevail, it would apply only to the 
solitary case under consideration; for there were 
| many other cases of a similar character that would 
immediately come up. 
| Mr. MILLER explained, that his object was 
that all petitions which might give rise to debate 
| should likewise be postponed; but he hoped the 
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good feeling of members having abolition peti- 
tions would induce them to withhold them. 

Mr. WISE, as a southern man, as a slave- 
holder, did hope ‘he House would act upon the 
subject of the abolition of slavery, and no longer 
evade or dodge the subject. 

The motion to postpone ull Monday next was 
then agreed to, 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Petitions and memorials were then presented 
by Messrs. LAWRENCE, CUSHING, PHIL- 
LIPS, BRIGGS, and ADAMS, of Massachu- 
setlis. 

SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. ADAMS presented a petition for the abo- 
lition of slavery within the District of Columbia, 
and moved that it be referred to the select com- 
mittee on that subject. 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD objected to its recep- 
tion; and moved to postpone the further consid- 
eration of the preliminary quesuion on the peti- 
tion ull Monday next. 

Mr. ADAMS obj ected; and 

Mr. DAVIS then moved to lay that pre limi- 
nary motion on the tab} 

Mr. BRIGGS asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordert d. 

_ The hour of one o’cloeck having arrived, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG inquired of the Chair 
what were the orders of the day ? 

The CHAIR replied that, by a resolution 
adopted some days since, the appropriation bills 
were made the special order of every day, after 
one hour being devoted to the consideration of 
the morning business, exeept on Fridays and 
Saturdays. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the rules be 
suspended in order to proceed with the call for 
petituons and memorials, with the exception of 
those which would give rise to debate, but sub- 
quently withdrew the motion; and 

Mr. LYON renewed it in a different form, viz: 
to suspend the rules for the same purpose, for this 
day, commencing at the ‘Territories, 

Mr. REED moved to amend that motion, soas 
to proceed in the order already commenced ; agreed 
to—avyes 84, noes 79. 

The motion as amended; was then agreed to— 
ayes 122, noes 38; and the rules were accordingly 
suspended. 

‘The question then recurring on the motion of 
Mr. Davis, to lay the preliminary motion on the 
reception of the petition presented by Mr. Apams 
this morning on the table, 

Mr. MANN appealed to the gentleman from 
Indiana to withdraw his motion, so that the vote 
of the House might be taken on the question of 
order. 

Mr. DAVIS said he could not assent to the 
—— as he wished to preclude this debate, in 
order to give members &n opportunity of present- 
ing petitions from their constituents. 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative, as follows—yeas 120, nays 86: 

YEAS — Messrs. Barton, Bean, Beardsiey, Beaumont, 
Bell, Bockee, Boon, Bovee, Boyd, Buchanan, Bunch, Cam 
breleng, Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, Nathan- 
jel H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coffee, Coles, Conner, Corwin, 
Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Deberry, Dickerson, Doubleday, 
Dunlap, Etfner, Fairtield, French, Fry, William K. Fuller, 
Galbraith, James Garland, Rice Garland, Graham, Grant- 
land, Grayson, Hammond, Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Holsey, Howard, Huntsman, Jabez Jackson, Jen- 
ifer, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kling- 
ensmith, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, 
Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lyon, Manning, Martin, John Y. 
Mason, Witham Mason, Moses Mason, Maury, McComas, 
McKay, McKeon, McKim, McLene, Montgomery, Mor- 
an, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Patton, 
‘ranklin Pierce, Pinckney, Rencher, John Reynolds, Jo- 
seph Reynolds, Ripley, Roane, Robertson, Rogers, Sey- 
mour, Wiliam B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, 
Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Spangler, Standefer, Taliaferro, Tay- 
lor, Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, Towas, Turrill, 
Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Washington, Webster, Weeks, 
White, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Wise—120. 

NAYS — Messrs. Adanis, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 
Bailey, Banks, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Brown, Bynum, 
John Calboon, William B, Calhoun, Campbell, Carr, George 
Chambers, John Chambers, Childs, Clark, Crane, Cushing, 
Denny, Dickson, Dromgoole, Evans, Everett, Parlin, Philo 
C. Fuller, Granger, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Hiland Hall, 
Hannegan, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Samuel 8. Har- 
rison, Hazeltine, Henderson, Heister, Hoar, Howell, Hub- 
ley, Hunt, Huntington, Ingersoll, Ingham, William Jack- 
sun, Janes, Jarvis, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, 
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Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Sampson Mason, May, McKen- 


nan, Miiler, Milligan, Morris, Parker, Dutee J. Pearce, | 


James A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Phetps, Phillips, Potts, Reed, 
Russell, Schenck, Sloane, Sprague, Storer, Underwood, 
Vinton, Wardwell, and Whittlescy—as. 


Mr. MANN, of New York, moved to recon- 
sider the vote of this day postponing, until Mon- 
day next, the appeal from the decision of the 


Chair, in reference to the abolition petition pre- | 


sented on Monday of last weck by Mr. Bruges. 
Mr. M. said, he was induced to make this motion 
in order that the question might be at once de- 
cided, and that the House should not be blocked 
up with similar questions, thereby excluding the 
presentation of all petitions of a different char- 
acter. He thought there was no more appropri- 
ate time than the present to decide this question, 
[t was due to the importance of the subject that 
it should be met and decided promptly; it was 
due to the country, that it should know what dis- 
position Congress intended to make of this ques- 
Lion, 

Mr. MILLER said that, having failed inaccom- 
plishing his object, in submitting his motion to 
postpone, he acquiesced in the motion of the gen- 
tleman from New York to reconsider, and was in 
favor of disposing of the question of order at this 
time. 

Mr. WISE rose to make a prediction. When 
the gentleman from New York made the motion 
to reconsider, Mr. W. well knew that his appeal 
would be answered, and he expected that the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Mitter] would 
fully concur with the gentleman from New York. 
He begged the House to look at the fact that, 
when an appeal came from the South on the sub- 
ject of slavery, 1t was unheeded—it was unsuc- 
cessful. Let it come from the gentleman from 
New York, and the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
would be found fally to concur with him. 

Mr. BROWN rose to say that, so far as the 
remark of the honorable gentleman from Virginia 
|Mr. Wise} had any application, it could not 
embrace him. He had resisted the motion to 
postpone, because he wished the question of order 
settled now. It must be settled soon; for it was 
impossible the House should remain in its present 
state any length of ume. Why not settle it now 
as well as next week, or any other time? He saw 
nothing to be obtained by procrastination. He 
came from a district which had not troubled the 
House upon the angry and engrossing question 
of slavery; and in sitting in silence in his seat for 
more than two months while the discussions were 
froing on—in avoiding all agitation within their 
walls, as far as his influence could go, he believed 
he obeyed their wishes. ‘The last thing he desired 
to do here was to debate the subject of the aboli- 
tion of slavery in this District. In maintaining 
the most studied silence, he believed he obeyed 
the will of his constituents, as well as the dictates 
of his own judgment. 

When the honorable gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Pinckney] submitted his resolu- 
tions, he voted for them in the hope that all future 
petitions, praying for the abolition of slavery, 
would go to the select committee of which that 
honorable gentleman was chairman; and that the 
business of the House would be permitted to pro- 
| ceed in the usual manner. In what situation did 
the House find itself now? It was manifest that 
| petitions could not be presented, so long as the 
question of order remained undetermined, and 
the right of petition, for the time being, was sub- 

stantially denied. It was for these reasons he 
had voted against the motion to postpone; and it 
| was for these reasons he should now vote for the 
motion of his honorable colleague [Mr. Mann] 
to reconsider the motion to postpone, with a view 
to reach the question of oaiae. 
Mr. PINCKNEY moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table; which was negatived— 
ayes 85, noes not counted. 


Mr. LAWLER asked for the yeas and nays || 


on the motion to reconsider; which were not or- 
dered. 


The motion to reconsider was then agreed to— | 


ayes 101, noes not counted. 


Mr. MILLER withdrew the motion to post- | 


pone . 


|| The question then recurred on the question of 
\\ order, which wasas follows: on Monday of last 





Lawrence, Lay, Gideon Lee, Joseph Lee, Lincoln, Love, |! 
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week a petition for the abolition of slavery within 
the District of Columbia was presented by Mr. 
Brices, of Massachusetts. Mr. Wiser raised 
the question of its reception. The Chair enter- 
tained that motion; and Mr. Vinrow took an 
appeal from the decision of the Chair, on the 
| ground that, by the adoption of the resolution of 
Mr. Pinckney, to refer all petitions heretofore 
offered, and which should thereafter be presented 
on that subject, to a select committee, it was not 
in order to entertain the question of reception, 

Mr. SHIELDS asked for the yeas and nays; 

| which were ordered. 

| The point of order was discussed at length; 

| and the decision of the Chair was sustained by 

| Messrs. LAWLER, CUSHING, WISE, GAR- 
LAND of Virginia, and opposed by Messrs. 

| BEARDSLEY, GRENNELL, VANDERPO- 
EL, and MANNING. 

| Mr. GALBRAITH demanded the previous 
question; which was seconded by the House— 

| ayes 104, nocs 70. 

On the question, ‘* Shall the main question be 
now put?” 

Mr. GRANGER asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and the question being taken, 
was decided in the affirmative—yeas 123, nays 84; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Banks, Barton, 
Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, Bockee, Boon, Bovee, Boyd, 
Brown, Burns. Bynum, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, George 

| Chambers, Chaney, Chapin, Cleveland, Coffee, Connor, 
| Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Deberry, Dickerson, Dick - 
son, Doubleday, Dunlap, Effner, Fairfield, Fariin, French, 
Fry, Philo C. Fuller, William K. Fuller, Galbraith, Gillet, 
Grantiand, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hiland Hall, Hamer, Har- 
per, Samuel 8. Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Henderson, Heister, Holsey, Howard, Hubley, 
Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Wilham Jackson, Jabez 
Jackson, Janes, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, 
Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Leon- 
ard, Logan, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Manning, Martin, 
John Y. Mason, William Mason, Moses Mason, May, Me- 
Keon, MeKiimn, MeLene, Miller, Montgomery. Moore, Mor- 
gan, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parker, Parks, Patterson, 
Dutee J. Pearee, Phelps, Pinckney, Jolin Reynolds, Joseph 
Reynolds, Roune, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Shinn, 
| Sickles, Smith, Sprague, Sutherland, Taylor, Thomas, 
John Thomson, Toucey, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, 
Ward, Wardwell, Washington, Weeks, and Sherrod Wil- 
liams—123. 
| NAYS —Messrs. Heman Allen, Ashley, Bailey, Bell, 
| Bond, Bouldin, Briggs, Bunch, John Cathoon, William B. 
Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, John Chambers, Chapman, 





+ Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, Corwin, Crane, 


Cushing, Denny, Dromgoole, Evans, Everett, Forester, 
| James Garland, Rice Garland, Granger, Grayson, Grennell, 
Griffin, Hammond, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Hazeltine, Hoar, 
flowell, Ingersoll, Jeniier, Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, Luke Lea, Lincola, Love, Loyall, 
' Lyon, Sampson Mason, Maury, McKay, McKennan, Mil- 
ligan, Morris, Patton, James A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Peyton, 
Phillips, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Robertson, Russell, William 
B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Slade, Sloane, 
Spangler, Standeter, Storer, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, 
| Towns, Underwood, Vinton, Webster, White, Whittlesey, 
Lewis Williams, and Wise—*4. 


So the House determined that ‘* the main ques- 
tion shall be now put.”’ 

The main question, which was, ‘Shall the 

decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 

| House,’’ was then taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative, as follows—yeas 56, nays 147: 

YEAS—Messers. Bouldin, Bunch, Jolin Cathoon, William 
B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, Jolin Chambers, Chapinan, 
| Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Cushing, Dickson, Drom- 
goole, Everett, James Garland, Rice Garland, Graham, 
| Grayson, Griffin, Hamer, Hammond, Hardin, Hoar, Holsey, 
| Huntsman, John W. Jones, Kinnard, Lawler, Luke Lea, 
Loyall, Lyon, Martin, John Y. Mason, Maury, McComas, 
McKay, McKim, Morgan, Parks, Patton, James A. Pearce, 
|! Pettigrew, Phillips, Potts, Reed, Roane, Robertson, William 
| B. Shepard, Shields, Spangler, Standefer, Taliaferro, Wad- 
dy Thompson, Towns, White, and Wise—36. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 
Ashley, Bailey, Banks, Barton, Bean, Beardsley, Beau- 
mont, Bockee, Bond, Boon, Bovee, Boyd, Briggs, Brown, 
Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, George Chain- 
bers, Chaney, Chapin, Clark, Cleveland, Coffee, Coles, 
Conner, Corwin, Craig, Cramer, Crane, Cushman, Davis, 
Deberry, Denny, Dickerson, Doubleday, Dunlap, Efiner, 
Fairfield, Farlin, French, Fry, Philo C. Fulier, William K. 
Fuller, Galbraith, Gillet, Granger, Grantland, Grennell, 
Haley, Joseph Hall, Hiland Hall, Hard, Harper, Samucl 8. 
Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Hazeltine, 
Henderson, Heister, Howard, Howell, Hubley, Huntington, 
Ingersoll, Ingham, William Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Janes, 
Jarvis, Jenifer, Josepn Johnson, Richard M. Joinson, Cave 
Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Lane, 
Lansing, Lawrence, Lay, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Leon- 
ard, Lincoln, Logan, Love, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Man- 
ning, William Mason, Moses Mason, Sampson Mason, May, 
|} McKennan, McKeon, McLene, Miller, Milligan, Montgom- 
|| ery, Moore, Morris, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parker, 
'| Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, Phelp;, Pinckney, Rencher, 
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| 
Rogers, Russell, Shenck, || dido Railroad Company to open a canal through 
the roads of the United States; reported the same 
with amendments, which were read. 

On motion by Mr. TOMLINSON, the Com- 
mittee on Pensions was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorial in behalf of 
the widow and children of Major Dade, who was 
killed in the late action with the Indians in Flor- 
ida, and those who served under him; and the 
same was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, to which had been referred the 
bill for the completion of certain roads, and the 
improvement of certain rivers in Florida, report- 
ed the same without amendment. 


BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were severally read the 
third time and passed: 

The bill for the relief of the legal represente- 
tives of Henry Eckford, deceased; 

The bill to authorize the Atchafalaya Railroad 
and Banking Company to locate their road through 
the territory of the United States; 

The bill for the relief of A. B. Ostrander; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of General 
William Eaton, deceased; and 

The bill confirming the title of Milas de la Car- 
rera, and those claiming under him, to atract of 
land, 


John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, 
Seymour, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shinn, Sickles, Slade, 
Sloane, Smith, Storer, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, 
Toucey, Turrill, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Vinton, Wagen- 
er, Ward, Wardwell, Washington, Webster, Weeks, Whit- 
tesey, Lewis Williams, and Sherrod Williams—147. 

So the decision of the Chair was reversed; and 
the memorial presented by Mr. Brices, which 
was the subject of the point of order, was thereby 
referred to the select committee on the subject 
of slavery within the District of Columbia. 

The memorial presented by Mr. Apams this 
day also took the same reference. 

fr. LAWLER sent to the Chair certain in- | 
structions, which he desired to go to the same 
committee, and proposed that they be read, which 
was objected to; and, after some conversation be- 
tween the Chair and Mr. Lawter,as to the right 
to offer these instructions, the House, 

On motion by Mr. McKIM, (at half-past four 
o’clock,) adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpvespay, February 24, 1836. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Donetson, his Private 
Secretary, transmitting a report from the See- 
retary of War on the progress of the improve- 
ments of Red river; and, 

On motion by Mr. NAUDAIN, it was ordered 
to be printed. | 
The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
State Department, on the petition of Janet Tay- 
lor, niece and legal representative of Commodore 
John Paul Jones, made in compliance with a res- 

olution of the Senate of the Ist instant; and, 

On motion by Mr. KING, of Georgia, it was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Joseph 
Roulette; which was referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. BLACK presented the petition of the 
trustees of the common schools in the State of 
Mississippi, on the subject of sixteenth sections 
granted for school purposes; which was referred 
to the Committee or Public Lands. 

Mr. BLACK also presented the petition of sun- 
dry inhabitants of several counties of the State of 
Mississippi, on the subject of alleged frauds under || 
the late Choctaw treaty; which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. McK EAN presented the petition of sundry | 
citizens of the State of Ohio, remonstrating against 
the proposed alteration in the location of the na- 
tional road between Springfield, in the State of 
Ohio, and Richmond, in the State of Indiana; 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Mr. LINN presented two memorials from the 
Legislative Council of Michigan; one praying for || 
the establishment of a new Territory west of | 
Lake Michigan, and the other on the spbject of 
internal improvements; which were laid on the || 
table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
sundry importers of linens in the city of Phil- 
adelphia, praying that the article denominated in 
commerce, ‘* browned linens,’’ may be placed 
on the same footing, with respect to duty, as 
bleached linens; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. ‘TOMLINSON presented the petition of 
the heirs of John Dennan; which was referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTCES. 


Mr.GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which had been referred 
the joint resolution from the House of Represent- 
atives to establish certain post routes in Missouri 
and Arkansas, reported the same with amend- 
ments, which were concurred in; and by general 
consent the resolution was ordered to en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, to which had been referred 
the bills supplementary to the act to authorize the | 
Legislature of the Territory of Florida to open 
a canal to connect the Apallachicola river and St. 
Andrews bay, and from Matanzas do Halifax; 
and the bill to authorize the Pensacola and Per- 


in Michigan was read a second time, and con- 
| sidered as in Committee of the Whole, and order- 
ed to a third reading. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


resolution; which lies over one day for consider- 
ation: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing, with- 


after the public sales in torty-acre tracts. 


| tion; which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform the Senate what was the balance of money in the 
Treasury on the last day to which that balance was ascer- 
tained. 


NATIONAL DEFENSE. 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 


appropriations for the fortifications of the United 
States. 
Mr. BENTON addressed the Senate in support 
| of the bill, making various explanations in addi- 
tion to those made yesterday; after which 
of considerable length; and after some further 
| remarks from Mr. BENTON, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, February 24, 1836. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
|| mittee on Military Affairs, reported the following 
bills; which were read twice and committed: 
| A bill to establish an arsenal of construction in 
| the State of North Carolina; 
| A bill for the erection of a national armory on 
the western waters; 


ventions of William H. Beall, of North Carolina; 
‘and 
|| A bill for the benefit of John H. Hall. 
| Mr. WARDWELL, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the 
| relief of John P. Becker; which was read twice 
and committed. 


ensions 


|| billto provide for the payment aeune y 
ermont; 


|| at Windsor and Danville, in the State of 
|| which was read twice. 


|| and read the third time. 
| Mr. ALLEN, of Vermont, moved to commit 
the bill to a Committee of the Whole House. 
Messrs. EVERETT and WARDWELL op- 
posed the commitment; and, on motion by the 
\| ec the bill was postponed to this day three 
| weeks. 





The bill to divide the Green bay land district 


Mr. HENDRICKS submitted the following | 


out restriction or limitation, the entry of the public lands | 


Mr. EWING submitted the following resolu- | 


of the unfinished business, being the bill making | 


Mr. PRESTON followed in reply in a speech | 


A bill for the purchase of certain rights or in- | 


Mr. W., from the same committee, reported a | 


Mr.W. moved thatit be ordered to be engrossed | 
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Mr. LAY, from the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
John Lent; which was read twice and committed. 
NORTH CAROLINA CONTESTED ELECTION, 

Mr. BOYD, from the Committee of Elections, 
made a report in the case of the contested elec- 
tion of the Hon. James Granam,of North Caro- 
lina, which he moved to be printed, together with 
the accompanying documents, and made the spe- 
cial order for Wednesday next. 

|The majority of the committee reported ad- 
versely to the sitting member, and that Mr. Da- 
vip NewLanp was entitled to his seat.] 

Mr. W.B. SHEPARD moved to postpone the 
further consideration of the subject until Wed- 
nesday three weeks. 

Mr. BYNUM remarked that this contested 
election had been before Congress for nearly four 
months. Ifit be a fact, that the present incum- 
bent was not entitled to a seat on this floor, he 
had been there already a sutlicient length of ime; 
and it became them, as an act of justice to the 
people of that district, and of the State of North 
Carolina, to see that the contest should be settled 
as soon as possible, and that the legitimate rep- 
resentative should take his seat. He hoped, 
therefore, that no time would be lost in deciding 
on the question, more than was absolutely neces- 
sary to ascertain Who was entilled to the seat. He 
thought one week was time enough to come toa 
correct understanding, and make a just and cor- 
rect decision on the subject. He hoped the mo- 
| tion to postpone for three weeks, would not pre- 
vail. . 

Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Virginia, felt very little 
interest, for his own part, as to the time assigned 
for the investigation of this matter, but he desired 
that justice should be done to both parties. The 
gentleman [Mr. Bynum] had observed that the 
State of North Carolina, iu this particular, had 
been long enough misrepresented. Mr. C. would 
inform the gentleman that the committee were 
divided as to who was entitled to-the seat on this 
oceasion, and that a counter-report to the one 
presented that morning, exhibiting the case In an 
entirely different way, would be made, as soon 
as the former should be disposed of. Mr. C.’s 
anxiety on the present occasion was not to 
smother this case in any way whatever, but to 
give a fair and full opportunity to every gentle- 
man disposed to go into it todo so. It then be- 
| came necessary to print both reports, and the 
whole of the testimony, upon the construction of 
some portion of which it was readily and freely 
admitted that different views must of necessity 
be taken by different persons. The time first 
mentioned was, perhaps, too short, for it ought 
certainly to be long enough to permit the print- 
ing of both reports and the whole of the testi- 
mony, and to give an opportunity to the members 
of the House to examine it for themselves, and to 
compare it with the view taken of it by the differ- 
ent members of the committee. 

Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD said, that the present 
subject was a matter of interest not only to the 
House, but to the district immediately concerned, 
and also to the State of North Carolina; and he re- 
gretted very much to hear the remarks which fell 
from his colleague upon this subject. He hoped 
the House would not enter into any other than 
| the question, which of the candidates were entitled 
to the seat. There was a motion before the House 
| that the documents be printed, and some days 
must elapse before the printing could be executed. 
He thought he understood from the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. CLarporne] that another re- 
port was to be presented. Was it not, therefore, 
right that all this matter should be laid before the 
House ?—and that could not be done hastily. It 
had been intimated to him that one of the parties 
in the contested election wanted time to make 
out the question and prepare the evidence of his 
being entitled to a seat. ould it not, therefore, 
be better to make the simple order for printing 
the documents, and let them have a few days to 
| determine whether it might not be necessary to 
recommit the subject to hear other testimony? 
Let the matter be amply, discreetly, and dispas- 
sionately considered, and decided by the facts of 
the case. 

Mr. HARDIN thought that all the members 
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of the House ought to be acquainted with the | 


subject, so as to enable them to decide under- 
standingly. He had cast his eye on the report, 
and he very much doubted whether it could be 
printed before next Tuesday or Wednesday; 
therefore, to take it up at that ume would most 
certainly be too soon. The decision was to be 
made from an investigation into the laws of North 
Carolina, of which laws few knew anything but 
the members from that State; and time must be 
had to examine those laws after the documents 
were printed, Gentlemen well knew the trouble 
and embarrassmentexpericnced in the case of the 
Moore and Letcher contest dé lection. Although 
he was intimately acquainted with the laws in 
that case, he must say that he never met with 
anything which gave him more embarrassment 
than to apply those laws. Whether the district 
was misrepresented or not, he could not determine; 
but tne presumption was, that the gentleman who 
nad obtained a certificate of election was entitled 
to the seat. Yet there was a probability that he 
might not be entitled to it. He was satisfied that 
Wednesday was too short a time, although three 
weeks maiail be too long. In relation to having 
a law yer come before thie House to plead the 
cause of either of the gentlemen, he must protest 
against it. He could never consent to have a 
lawyer come there who was not a member of 
Congress. 

Mr. GRAHAM (the sitting member) present- 
ed a written communication to the Hlouse, in ref- 
erence to the subject, which by unanimous con- 
sent was read, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. HARD moved to recommit the report to 
the same committee with instructions to give time, 
for the purpose of taking further evidence, until 
the first day of April next. 

The CHAIR remarked that the motion to post- 
pone took precedence; but when it was disposed 
of, the motion of the gentleman from New York 
could be entertained. 

Mr. BELL said, as he understood the rules, the 
motion to recommit had precedence of the motion 
to postpone. , 

The CHAIR decided that the motion to post- 

yone took precedence. 

Mr. BELL then appealed from the decision of 
the Chair, but subsequently withdrew the appeal. 

Mr. BELL said it was of great importance that 
the rules of the House should be correctly under- 
stood. All men of experience must know that 
important questions were often carried by their 
having a priority over other questions. It was 
unfortunate that the question had not been brought 
up earlier in the session; but he did not mean to 
enter into the merits of the question now. He 
had, however, a word or two to say on the sub- 
ject of its being made the order of the day for 
this day week. Here wasa proposition to make 
the present question the order of the day for Wed- 
saan next. They had already a standing order 
to proceed at the hour of one o'clock to the con- 
sideration of the appropriation bills; and on yes- 
terday a gentleman from New York [ Mr. Bearps- 
Ley} had said that that resolution had _ precisely 
the same effectas the standing rules of the House. 
That measure was adopted for great and wise 
considerations. ‘The reasons urged in its favor 
were that the appropriation bills must be disposed 
of speedily. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
The hour of one having arrived, Mr. Bewt’s 


remarks were arrested by the annunciation of the 


special orders of the day. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF ELECTIONS. 

Mr. BOYD asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to submit a motion for the printing of 
the report of the Committee of Elections; which 
was agreed to, when 

Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Virginia, from the mi- 
nority of the committee, made a counter report; 
which was also ordered to be printed. 


Mr. MANN, of New York, moved to suspend 
the rules for the purpose of calling the States for 


tpetitions; which was negatived—yeas 113, nays | 


58, two thirds being necessary. 
EXECUTIVE MESSAGES. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- | 


sage from the President of the United States, 


| 
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transmitting a report from the Secretary of War 
of the progress made in the improvement of the 
navigation of Red river, &c.; which was referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and or- 
dered to be printed. ; 

The CHAIR also laid before the House the 
following communications: 

I. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in answer to a resolution of the 13th instant, in 
relation to the location of two townships of land 
granted to the State of Louisiana, for the purpose 
of education; laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed, 

I!. A letter from the Secretary of War, in re- 
sponse toa resolution of the 13th instant, respect- 
ing the constraction of a harbor at New Buffalo, 
on Lake Michigan; referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


NEW YORK RELIEF BILL. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the special 


order be postponed for the purpose of proceeding 
with the consideration of the bill fer the relief 
of the sufferers by the fire in the city of New York; 
which was agreed to—ayes 120, noes 41. 

‘The bill was on its third reading, and the 
question pending was the motion of 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, to strike 
out the second section of the bill, which is in 
the following words: 

Sec. 2. .Ind be it further enacted, That the collector of 
the portof New York is hereby authorized and directed to 
extend the payment, in the manner preseribed in the first 
seciion of this aet, of allother bonds given tor duties at the 
port of New York, prior to the late fire, and not provided 
for in the first section, as aforesaid, for six, nine, and twelve 
months, from and after the day of payment specified in the 
bonds: Provided, however, That nothing contained in this 
act shall extend to bonds which had failen due before the 
seventeenth day of December last. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that, under 
this section, about $2,700,000 would be included; 
that of this amount $2,000,000 have already fallen 
due; and that the prosecution of these bonds, at 
this time, would probably cost the Government 
between one and two hundred thousand dollars; 
that by extending the interest the Government 
would gain $80,000 in interest, which would oth- 
erwise be lost; forif the money could be collected 
at once, it would remain in the deposit banks 
without interest, in addition to the risk of losing 
a large portion of the principal by attempting to 
enforce immediate payment of the bonds. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, opposed the 
section at length, and maintained that the bill 
provided for the loan of the public money to the 
merchants in New York and elsewhere to the 
amount of $2,700,000. One argument of the gen- 
tleman he could not assent to the force of, viz: 
that the public money would remain in the de- 
posit banks without interest. He was opposed 
to their having the use of any of the public money 
without paying for it. He again recurred to his 
argument, that the provisions of the second sec- 
tion were an effectual loan, and said it was very 
doubtful whether the Government had the con- 
stitutional power to loan out the public money In 
the way proposed. The bill was also objection- 
able to him in another point of view, by drawing 
a distinction between those who had lost to the 
amount of $1,000, and those who had lost less, 
thereby bestowing its advantages upon those who 
possessed most, and had been most fortunate, 
eaving the poorand needy altogether unprovided 
for. In reply to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Srorer,] he denied that the mercantile interest 
of the West would be benefited by this bill. 
There was no provision in the bill 
western merchants any indulgence under it, nor 
had any pledge been given, or any understanding 
held out, that they would be indulged by the mer- 
chants of New York. He was at a loss to see 
wherein lay the claims of New York over any 
other section of country, and yet the bill was 
exclusively for the relief of that city. 

Mr. HOWARD said that, although friendly to 
the bill, he had refrained from taking any part in 
the discussion, from an apprehension that the 
measure of relief might be endangered by con- 
suming too much time in the debate; but he felt 
that he had a duty to perform towards those | 
whom he had the honor of representing, by ex- | 
pressing very briefly what he b 


giving the | 


elieved to be their |. 


_ February 24, 


the friends of the measure and the House would 
excuse him for trespassing upon a few moments 
of their time and patience. It had been said in the 
course of the debate, and not contradicted, that 
the meetings which were held in the commercial 
cities to express public opinion, were the result 
of management originating in New York. As far 
as Baltimore was concerned, he undertook to say 
that the meeting was the spontaneous impulse of 
sympathy, and that it occurred before the ashes in 
New York had cooled; and every one knew that 
the firemen of Philadelphia had hastened with 
such alacrity to the assistance of their friends, 
that they aided in the extinguishment of the 
fire itself. There was another point which had 
been urged by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Wittiams,] who had just taken his seat, 
and which was not a new objection, that the 
prolongation of the credit upon the bonds 
would be equivalent to a loan of money from the 
Treasury, and therefore unconstitutional. But 
how did the case stand? We had $2,760,000 
worth of bonds in the hands of the collector, but 
no money—and it would be difficult to maintain 
the identity between money and bonds, which 
might never be paid. Mr. H. said he had heard 
ofa man who, when pressed for payment of a debt, 
at length gave his bond for it, and then thanked 
heaven that ** that debt was paid.’? Those who 
considered the present bill as a loan of money 
seemed to argue much in the same way. But it 
was thought unreasonable to indulge those who 
had not actually lost property by the fire. Those 
who knew the intimate fiscal connection between 
classes of merchants in a city, must be aware 
that the ability of a large portion of them to 
meet their engagements could not be lessened, 
without in some degree impairing the power of 
the rest. They were like bees, when swarming, 
so close was their dependence upon each other. 
As to the preference given by this measure to one 
port overanother, he thoughtthe merchants might 
be safely left to their own protection, without the 
gratuitous care of others; and it appeared, from 
their general friendship for this measure of relief, 
as if it could fairly be considered nothing more 
‘ew York to that equality 


than a restoration of N 
which she might otherwise lose by the recent ca- 
iamity. Mr. EH. insisted that the analogy derived 
from the indulgence heretofore extended to the 
debtors for public lands, had not been success- 
fully refuted. When gentlemen said that this 
extension of credit was owing to the reduction 
of the price of public lands, they forgot dates, for 
that alteration did not take place until 1820; and 
from 1899 downwards the statute-book was full 
of laws, extending the time of payment to those 
who had purchased public lands on credit. The 
merchant purchases, citherin cash or on time, the 
privilege of introducing goods for consumption, 
and when he becomes a debtor to Government 
ought to be treated with the same indulgence 


/ which had heretofore been extended to another 


and meritorious class of publie debtors. Mr. H. 
said that he thought and hoped the bill would 
pass, and would not consume any more time in 
its discussion. 

Mr. DUNLAP said, that he did not doubt 
there were many gentlemen in the House who in- 
tended to vote for the biil with the second section 
in it, who had not given the subject a full exam- 
ination, and who believed they were only voting 
relief to those persons indebted to the Govern- 
ment who were injured by the fire in the city of 
New York. Mr. Speaker, (said he,) if the mem- 
bers of this House will but take the trouble to 
read the second section, they will find that it gives 
a credit to all persons who have given bonds for 
duties on merchandise imported into the city of 
New York prior to the 17th day of December 
last. The first section gives acredit of three, four, 
and five years to all those who have sustained 
an injury by the fire, and the second section gives 
acredit of six, nine, and twelve months to all 
others. Now this would be establishing a prin- 
ciple of giving a credit to persons who had met 
with no loss, and in fact had been benefited by 
the fire. Their rival merchants had been burnt 
out, and all their goods destroyed, and they still 
had all their goods on hand, and the competition 
was greatly lessened. They no doubt had ad- 


| opinion upon the bill. He hoped, therefore, that || vanced the ptice of their goods, owing to the scar- 
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city and the demand for them. In what had they 
been injured, or what reason had been given for 
this unprecedented section? Not that the Gov- 
ernment was likely to lose any part of ber debt. 
But it was said that Congress had heretofore ex- 
tended relief to purchasers of public lands, and 
that western gentlemen had not shown the differ- 
ence between the relief extended to the purchasers 
of public lands, and the relief granted by the sec- 
ond section of the bill to the merchants of New 
York. Mr. D. said that when it was looked into 
it would be found that, prior to April, 1820, the 
United Siates had sold, on credit, a large quan- 
tity of her lands at very high prices, and that 
there was due to the Government upwards of 
twenty millions of dollars under the credit sys- 
tem. Congress changed the system of selling 
her lands in April, 1820, from a eredit to cash 

sales,and reduced the price to $1.25 per acre. 
The desideratum with Congress, in 1821, was, 
how to save the debt due from the purchases of 
yublic lands; and in their wisdom they passed a 
oe authorizing the purchasers to relinquish part 
of their lands, and apply what had been paid there- 
for to the payment of the part not relinquished. 
It was also provided in said act that those who 
paid the debt due to the United States prior to the 
thirtieth day of September, 1822, should be al- 
lowed a deduction of thirty-seven and a half per 
cent. on the amount paid. Now, Mr. Speaker, I 
would ask the friends of this bill to examine one 
other provision of the bill of 1821, and say if they 
have the same provision in their bill. Lallude par- 
ticularly to the fifth section. 'Thatsection provides 
that those who have laid off towns, part gr whole 
of the lots whereof have been sold, are entitled to 
the benefits of the act, on condition of a remission 
of interest and a discount of twenty per cent. to 
the purchasers of them, with a right to discharge 
their debts by bond with security, in equal annual 
payments of four years. Here, Mr. Speaker, was 
acondition imposed on all those persons who were 
indebted to the United States for bonds, and who 
had been benefited by their purchase, No such 


condition is imposed on the persons who receive | 


the benefit of the second section of thisbill. They 
are not required to give a credit to all persons in- 
debted to them; they have evidently received a 
benefit from the fire, and sustained no injury. 
For what purpose was the relief granted to the 
yurchasers of public lands? ‘To secure the debt. 
I was known to every person that, at the time 
of the sale of the public lands, whereby so large 
a debt had become due to the United States, it was 
in consequence of the then very high prices of 
all articles of agriculture. Cotton was selling at 
from twenty-five to thirty dollars per hundred, 
and the great amount of paper money put into 
circulation after the close of the war, when no 
bank pretended to pay specie, the great facility 
with which every person could procure accom- 
modations at the bank, had advanced the price of 
every article of property, and particularly the 
lands in the southern section of the Union, where 
they sold at from fifty to one hundred dollars per 
acre, and greatly over their real value. 
the banks broke, money became scarce, All pro- 
duce raised by the farmer fell in value. Cotton 
was reduced from thirty to eight or ten dollars 
per hundred. The Government had received 
only one fourth of the purchase-money for her 
lands, and she was in danger of having them 
forfeited, and there was no hopes of their ever 
selling for one fourth of what they bad sold for. 
It was a matter of policy, therefore, in the Gov- 
ernment to grant the relief she did to the pur- 
chasers. She made money by granting the relief. 
How was it with persons intended to be re- 
lieved by this bill? The first section provided 
for those who suffered by the fire, and if payment 
was attempted to be coerced, the Government 
was in danger of losing its debts; and, as a matter 
of policy, the credit should be extended on the 
debts being secured. I have no doubt but that 
the Government will save money by the relief 
granted in the first section, Not so as to the 
sersons relieved by the second section. ‘They 
fate sustained no injury, and have not shown 
that they are, in any respect whatever, unable to 
pay the United States the money they owe. The 


vnly argument I have heard in their favor is, || 


that they reside in a city where property to the 
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value of $15,000,000 has been burnt. It does 
not follow, as a just conclusion, that they have 
thereby been injured, and are unable to pay at 
present, and that the United States eu 
danger her debt to attempt to collect it. Hbelieve, 
sir, the argument is much stronger, from the 
nature of the property burnt, and that owned by 
the importing merchant, that the persons in- 
tended to be benefited by the second section have 
been benefited by the fire. I shall, therefore, 
vote to strike out the second section. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, moved a call 
of the House; which was ordered. 

After the eall had been proceeded with for 
some time, on motion of 

Mr. ROBERTSON it was dispensed with. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 


When | 


strike out the second section, and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 89, nays 116; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Chilton Allan, Beaumont, Bell, Bond, 
Boon, Borden, Bouldin, Boyd, Bunch, Campbell, Carr, | 
Carter, Casey, George Chambers, Join Chambers, Chap- 
man, Nathamel H. Claiborne, Clark, Connor, Craig, Cush- 
man. Davis, Deberry, Denny, Dickson, Dunlap, Etfner, 
Forester, Freneb, Fry, James Garland, Graham, Graves, 
Grayson, Griilin, Hamer, Hammond, Hannegan, Hardin, | 
Harlan, Samuel 8. Harrison, Hawkins, Huntsman, Jeniier, 
Cave Johnson, Joseph Johnson, John W. Jones, Kinnard, 
Klingensinith, Lawler, Luke Lea, Logan, Lucas, Job 
Mann, Martin, Sampson Mason, Maury, May, McComas, 
McKay, MeLene, Morgan, Morris, Patterson, Dutce J. 
Pearee, James A. Pearce, ranklin Pierce, Peyton, Pickens, |! 
tencher, John Reynolds, Roane, Robertson, William B. 
Shepard, Augustine Il. Shepperd, Shields, Sprague, Stand 
efer, Taliaterro, Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Underwood, 
Webster, Weeks, White, Whittlesey, Lewis Wiiliams, 
Sherrod Williams, and Wise—29. 

NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, Barton, 
Bockee, Bovee, Briggs, Brown, Buchanan, Bynum, Wiitiam || 
B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Cianey, Chapin, Childs, Cleve 
land, Cotiee, Corwin, Cramer, Crane, Cushing, Dickerson, 
Doubleday, Evans, Everett, Fairticid, Parlin, Philo ©. 
“Fuller, William K. Fuller, Gaibraith, Rice Gartand, Gillet, 
Glascock, Granger, Grantland, Grennell, Haley, 
Hall, Joseph Hall, Hard, Albert G. Harrison, Hazeltine, 
Henderson, Heister, Hoar, Holsey, Howard, Howell, Hub- 
ley, Hunt, Huntington, Ingersoll, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, 
William Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, Henry Johnson, Richard M. 
Johnson, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Lane, Lansing, Law- 
rence, Lay, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee,Tlomas Lee, Leonard, 
Lincoin, Love, Loyall, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Manning, John | 


} 
| 


Y. Mason, Moses Mason, William Mason, McKennan, Me- | 


Hiland || 
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Miller, Milligan, Moore, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parker, 
Parks, Patterson, James A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Phetps, 
Phitlios, Pinckney, Potts, Reed, Joseph Reynolds, Rogers, 
Russctl, Schenek, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, Sloane, Smith, 
Spangler, Storer, Sutherland, Taylor, Joho ‘Thomson, 
Toucey, ‘Towns, 'Turrill, Vanderpoel, Vinton, Ward,Ward- 
well, and Washington—125. 

NAYS — Messrs. Chilton Allan, Bean, Beaumont, Bell, 
Bond, Booa, Borden, Boyd, Bunch, Join Cathoon, Camp 
bell, Carr, Carter, Casey, George Chambers, John Chambers, 
Chapman, Nathaniel H. Ciaiborne, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Cushman, Davis, Deberry, Denny, Dickson, Dromgoole, 
Dunlap, Everett, French, Fry, James Garland, Graham, 
Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hamer, Hammond, 
liannegan, Hardin, Harlan, Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, 
Jeniter, Joseph Johnson, John W. Jones, Kinnard, Klingen 
smith, Lawler, Luke Lea, Logan, Lucas, Job Mann, Martin, 
John Y. Mason, May, MeComas, MeLene, Montgomery, 
Morgan, Morris, Dutee J. Pearee, Franklin Pierce, Peyton, 
Rencher, Join Reynolds, Roane, Robertson, Augustine H. 
Shepperd, Shields, Sprague, Standefer, Taliaferro, Thomas, 
Waddy Thompson, Underwood, Webster, Weeks, White, 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Wise 


—o4. 
So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 
BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, for the purpose of taking 


,up and considering certain bills relating to the 


Bank of the United States. 

Mr. C, explained that the Committee of Ways 
and Means had unanimously instructed him to 
make the motion, and it was indispensable that the 
bills in question should be acted upon before the 
3d of March. 

The motion was negatived, and the House then 


adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
Tuvrspay, February 25, 1536. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
‘Treasury Department, made in pursuance of the 
resolution of the Senate of the 19th instant, show- 
ing the construction placed by the Department on 
the act of May, 1530, granting preémption rights 
to actual settlers on the public lands, with regard 
to assignments of preémption rights ; and, 

On motion by Mr. EWING, of Ohio, it was 


Keoa, MeKim, Miiler, Milligan, Montgomery, Moore, Muh- || referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 


lenberg, Owens, Page, Parker, Parks, Pettigrew, Phelps, | 


| Phillips, Pinekney, Potts, Reed, Joseph Reynolds, Russell, | 


Schenck, Seymour, Shinn, Sloane, Smith, Spangler, Storer, || = “tke ; 
of a number of citizens of Illinois, praying for the 


Sutherland, ‘Taylor, John Thomson, 'Toucey, Towns, Tur- 
rill, Vanderpoel, Vinton, Ward, and Wardwell—116. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then offered the following 
proviso: | 

Provided, That the indulgence authorized under the | 
provisions of this bill shall in no cas¢ be given without other | 
and sufiicient security be given, when in the opinion of the 
collector it shall be necessary to secure the sum due by the 
person or persons who ask indulgence. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested that the bill 
already provided for the object proposed by the 
gentleman from Kentucky. 

‘ ? | 

Mr. WILLIAMS remarked that the language | 
of the bill did not seem to embrace his provision. 

The amendment was negatived without acount. 

Mr. BRIGGS then moved the following pro- 
viso to the second section: 

Provided also, That if,in the opinion of the collector 
aforesaid, any of the bonds which may be given under this 
act, payment of which may be postponed, shall at any time | 
be insecure, it shall be the duty of the said collector to 
require such additional security as shall be satisfactory to 
him; and on failure of such additional security being fur- 
nished, the payment thereof shall be enforced forthwith. 

Which was agreed to. 

The question then recurring on engrossing the 
amendments agreed to, and ordering the bill to 
be read the third time, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, asked for the 

' yeas and nays; which were ordered; and the | 
question being then taken, resulted—yeas 1235, 
| nays 84; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, Banks, 


| Barton, Beardsley, Bockee, Bovee, Briggs, Brown, Buch- 
} anan, Bynum, William B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Chaney, 
Chapin, Childs, Clark, Cleveland, Coffee, Corwin, Cramer, 
Crane, Cushing, Dickerson, Doubleday, Effner, Evans, 
Fairfield, Parlm, Philo C. Fuller, William K. Fuller, Gal- 
braith, Ri ce Garland, Gillet, Glascock, Granger, Grantland, 
Grennell, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hard, Har per, Haynes, Ha- 
zeltine, Henderson, Heister, Hoar, Holsey, Howard, Howell, 
Hubiey, Hunt, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingersoll, Ingham, 
| William Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, Richard 
| M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, Judson, Kil- 


| Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Lincoln, Love, Loyall, Lyon, 


} 
| 
i] 





| ordered to be printed. 
Mr. EWING, of Illinois, presented the petition 


1! ° . 
|, establishment of a new post route. 


Mr. BLACK presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Mississippi in relation to alleged 
frauds practiced under the provisions of the treaty 


|| of Dancing Rabbit Creek for Indian reservations; 
|, which, with the documentary testimony accom- 
| panying the same, was referred to the Committee 


on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of George 
I’. Strother, late receiver of public moneys in the 
State of Missouri, praying, for reasons therein 
stated, that a judgment obtained against him by 
the United States may be reopened; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


| Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of the 


| 


widow of James Leomaster, praying compensa- 
tion for supplies with which a number of volun- 
teer mounted rangers were furnished by her hus- 


Claims. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
| nance, reported the bill authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to compromise the claims of the 
| United States on certain banks; and the bill to 
authorize Daniel Tyler to import an iron canal 
| passage boat, in detached parts, with the neces- 

sary machinery, tools, and working utensils, free 
| from duty, severally, without amendment. 
' On motion by Mr. WEBSTER, the Commit- 
, tee on Finance was discharged from. the further 

consideration of the petition from sundry mer- 
| chants of Philadelphia on the subject of the duty 
/ ou linens; and the same was referred to the Com- 
/ mittee on Manufactures. ; 

Mr. ROBBINS, on leave, introduced a joint 
| resolution, providing for the purchase of three 


j 
| 
| 
| band; which was referred to the Committee on 
| 
| 
| 


|| hundred copies of the History of Congress, com- 


| piled by Carey, Lea & Blanchard; which was 


| read the first time, and on the question, ‘* Shall 
| gore, Lane, Lansing, Lawrence, Lay, Gideon Lee, Joshua 


this resolution be read a second time?’’ 





Abijah Mann, Manning, William Mason, Moses Mason, 
| Sampson Mason, Maury, McKennan, McKeon, McKim, 


|| Mr. BENTON wished to know if this was the 


| histo: , of the panic session; and if this was the 
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Carey and Lea who had figured so largely in the 
printing of that session? If it was, he thought 
they had had enough of it. He hoped they might 
have a specimen number of it laid on their tables, 
that (hey might examine it before any action was 
had upon it, and that the resolution might in the 
mean tune lie on the table. 

Mr. PORTER had not known who the authors 
were, and thought it was not necessary to know. 
All books ought tobe judged of by their merits, 
without regard to the authors. He was in favor 
of the motion to lay the resolution on the table, 
until they could see a specimen number of the 
work. 


) 


RESOLUTION. 


Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; 
which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Publie Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of amending the 
actentitied ** An act laying off a town on Bean river, in the 
State of Ulinois, and for other purposes,”’ so as to extend 
the privileges granted by this act to the citizens of the towns 
of Fort Madivon and Burlington, in the county of Des 
Moines, and the towns of Bellvue, Du Bogue, and Peru, 
in the county of Du Bogue, and Territory of Michigan. 


BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were severally read the 
third time, and passed: 

The bill for the relief of William Hogan, ad- 
ministrator of Michael Hogan, deceased; 

The bill to divide the Green Bay land district 
in Michigan, and for other purposes; and 

The joint resolution for the establishment of 
certain post routes in Missouri and Arkansas. 


RESOLUTIONS AGREED TO. 


The resolutions lying on the table, submitted 
by Messrs. Benton, Linn and Henpricks, were 
severally considered and adopted. 


FORTIFICATION ON LAKE CHAMPLAIN. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Swirt, di- 
recting the Secretary of War to cause a survey 
to be made of a site for a fortification on Lake 
Champlain, was considered. 

Mr. PRESTON thought this resolution ought 
to be referred to one of the committees. It neces- 
sarily involved the expenditure of a considerable 
sum of money. He would, therefore, move that 
it be referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. SWIFT said, that at a former period this | 
survey had been ordered, and for want of being 
able to procure a competent engineer to make | 
the survey at the time, it had necessarily been 
delayed. He had, however, no objection to the | 
reference. i 

The resolution was then referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 


The Senate took up the fortification bill, re- 
ported by the Committee on Military Affairs, as | 
the unfinished business of yesterday. 

Mr. PRESTON addressed the Senate in con- 
tinuation of his remarks begun yesterday, and 
ended by moving to strike out the appropriation | 
for the fortification in Kennebeck, which he said 
was to try the sense of the Senate as to the ex- 
tent of appropriations for fortifications of a cer- | 
tain class. 

Mr. CLAY suggested the laying the bill on the | 
table, and the printing the tabular statements | 
referred to by the chairman of the Military Com- | 
mittee, [Mr. Benron,] and the gentleman from | 
South Carolina, [Mr. Preston.] He thought it 
desirable that every Senator should be possessed 
of the whole of this valuable and useful informa- 
tion contained in these statements, before giving 
his vote. He would not, however, make any 
motion if any gentleman wished to go on with 
the debate. 

Mr. PRESTON concurred with the Senator 
from Kentucky, as to the importance of having 
the tables printed; and if no gentleman wished 
to go on with the debate, he would move to lay 





the bill on the table until the printing could be || 


executed, The motion he had made to strike out 
certain fortifications was not to limit the debate, 
but merely to test a principle. 

Mr. BEN'TON observed that the statement used 
in his argument was an abstract made by himself 


had come in that morning, containing all the in- 
formation embodied in the larger statements, and 
it could be printed so as to be on the tables of 
members by twelve o’clock to-morrow. He saw | 
no reason why the debate could not go on. 

Mr. SHEPLEY then addressed the Senate in 
a speech of some length, in opposition to Mr. 
Preston’s amendment, showing the exposed 
state of Maine to hostile attacks, the importance | 
of her commercial and navigating interests, and 
the necessity of affording them adequate pro- 
tection. 

Mr. BENTON (after Mr. Suepiey had con- | 
cluded) said that if it was the pleasure of the | 
Senate to order the printing of the og tage ton had 
ascertained that the printing could 
Monday next. 

The bill was then laid on the table. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he should call | 
it up the first thing after the transaction of the | 
morning’s business on Monday. 

Afier the consideration of executive business, | 
the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 25, 1336. 

The House resumed the unfinished business 
of the morning hour of yesterday, being the sub- 
ject of the contested election from North Car- | 
olina. 

_ Mr. BOYD having moved to make the report 
of the Committee on Elections the special order 
for Wednesday next; and, 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD having proposed to 
extend the time to three weeks, 

Mr. HARD moved to recommit the report to 
the same committee, with instructions to give | 
| time, for the purpose of taking further evidence, 


The SPEAKER decided that the motion to 
postpone the report had precedence of the one 
to recommit. 


Mr. BELL resumed the remarks which he com- 





menced yesterday. When he rose yesterday, he 
did not rise toargue the propriety of negativing 


| the motion of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
30xp;] he left that part of the question to other | 


gentlemen. His main object was to make a 
question for the decision of the House, which he 
considered of the greatest importance. He al- 
luded to the resolution making the appropriation 
bills the special order of the day. When the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. CamBrecenc| 


moved to make the New York fire bill the order of |; 
up another subject. 


the day for a certain day, he must say that al- 


though he was favorable to the speedy passage of | 
| that bill, still, had he been in his place at that time, | 


he must have objected to its being made the special 
order. 


He would have felt it his duty to object to 


it, as he now felt it his duty to object to making | 


this contested election the order of the day for 
Wednesday next, because he believed it to be a 
violation of the rules and orders of the House. 
On the 27th of January last, the House came to 
the resolution that each succeeding day, except 
Friday and Saturday, should be set apart for the 
sonata of the appropriation bills. That 
resolution was adopted by a vote of two thirds, 


and he yielded respectfully, though reluctantly, | 


to the decision of the House. When the subject 
of another resolution was under consideration, 


the right construction was put upon that resolu- | 
| tion, which was, that it was precisely the same as | 


the rules of the House. Although that was the 


| right construction, he begged leave to show that | 
_that was not the construction put upon them 


_by the House ; they considered them in the 
light of standing orders of the House, for the 
execution of which any one member was entitled 
to call for. By that construction the orders 
might be changed as often as gentlemen thought 
proper. He thought he could demonstrate this. 
_ After one hour should have elapsed, a motion might 
be made that the House proceed to the order of 
the day; and the question shall be put, ** Will the 
House proceed to the orders of the day???” What 
then were the orders of the day? It was to take up 
| the business on the Speaker’s table and dispose 


|| of it; bills from the Senate were to be read; en- 


of the more enlarged and general statements of || grossed bills read; executive communications 
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| February 25, 


resented. Then you arrive at the special order, 
f any business was made the special order, it was 
of course the understanding that. it was to be after 
the morning hour, it was the order of the day 
from that hour. When the hour arrived, it was 


the practice of the Chair, heretofore, to put the 


| 
ve done by | 


question, ** Will the House proceed to the orders 
of the day?’ ‘This was in compliance with the 
43d rule of the House. But with regard to the 
resolution of the 27th of January, the Speaker 
had felt it his duty not to inquire of the House, 
whether it would go to the special order, but had 
said that the hour had arrived for proceeding to 
the special order of the day. This makes it a 
special order, which the Speaker feels bound to 
obey. Ifthat was conceded, any member might 
rise in his place, and call for the execution of that 
order, and the Chair would be out of order not to 
execute it. It was the standing order by the con- 
struction placed upon it by the Chair itself. He 
had submitted to the decision of the Chair, but, as 
he had said before, reluctantly. We know that a 
resolution pending of great interest to the country 
was cut off by the operation of it; and on a late 
occasion, the Chair was under the necessity of 


asking the consent of the House to proceed to put 


some bills lying on the Speaker’s table to a third 
reading; that had to be done from the necessity of 
the case. The House found that it had passed a 
resolution which would cut off its ordinary busi- 
ness. Well, on the first day that this was done, 
there happened tocome upa bill in relation to exec- 
utive patronage, which excited considerable dis- 
cussion, and consumed the whole of the day. On 


| the next morning the Chair did not ask the con- 


| debate; which was agreed to. 
until the Ist of April next. \\ 


|| mean to interpose his veto. 


_ explanation. 


sent of the House, but announced the orders of 
the day. A gentleman from Ohio asked the unan- 
imous consent of the House to have those bills 
read and disposed of which would not excite 
Mr. B. said, he 


had gone into the explanation to show, by the con- 


|, struction given the resolution by the Chair and 


the House, that the orders could not be set aside 
but by unanimous consent; however, he did not 
Whatever might 
have been the motives of gentlemen for adopting 
the resolution, he would not pretend to say; but 
he called upon them to look at their Journal, and 
see the inconsistencies and contradictory orders 
with which it was filled. Did any gentleman 
know, when he arrived atthe House in the morn- 
ing, what business would be taken up? The 


gentleman from New York, [Mr. CamBrecena,] 


on yesterday, instead of calling on the House to 
a to the consideration of the appropriation 
ills, intimated that he desired the House to take 
Again, a motion was pend- 
ing to make the North Carolina contested election 
the special order for Wednesday next. That 
motion came from one of the majority in the 
House, with whom would rest the responsibility 
of the measure. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG rose to make a brief 
After the New York fire bill had 
been ordered to a third reading, he had asked the 


| House to go into Committee of the Whole on 


/more than five minutes’ time. 


bills which he did not think would have occupied 
He would say, 


| however, for the future, that he would relinquish 


all other measures for the purpose of getting 
through with the appropriation bills. 

Mr. BELL was glad to hear the annunciation. 
Then we should not make the question of the 
contested election the order of the day for Wednes- 
day next. But he wished to make a further 
ae to the House. It had been seen that the 
order of the 27th January was unnecessary. Gen- 
tlemen had seen that of the twenty days which 
had expired since that order took effect, not one 
half of the time had been appropriated to the con- 
sideration of the appropriation bills. He hoped 
the House would do the justice to rescind that 
order, and then, if they chose to make the ques- 
tion of the North Carolina contested election the 


| special order of the day fora day certain, he would 


agree to it. He called upon the honorable gen- 
tleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mason,] who had 
introduced that resolution, and had enforced its 
passage by an appeal to the message of the Pres- 
ident, to unite with him in his efforts to unshackle 
the freedom of debate; he called upon him in the 
spirit of liberality to give him his aid. The 
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House had shown, by its votes since, that there 
was no necessity for that measure. He hoped 
gentlemen would not think that he had any party 
interest in view in this matter. He appealed to 
the liberality, to the patriotism, and to the candor 
of gentlemen, since it had been demonstrated that 
the measure was no longer necessary, and when 
the pressing occasion which had brought it for- 
ward had passed, to rescind the resolution. Did 
gentlemen fear that the appropriation bills would 
not be taken up? He conceived there would be 
no opposition to taking them up. There never 
had been any opposition to taking up those bills, 
whenever the motion to take them up came from 
the proper quarter—he meant the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. He remem- 
bered no case of objection being made, except on 
one occasion, and that Mr. B. had made himself, 
for the purpose of amending the rules and orders 
of the House, which he conceived to be of the 
utmost importance in any deliberative body. If 
any other arenes had been made to taking up 
those bills, he had no recollection of it; and he 
undertook further to say, that no opposition 
would be made. He had always yielded to the 
regularly constituted organs of the Government, 
and he believed, if the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Camsbretene] should move to take 
up the appropriation bills, he could venture to 

redict that he would meet with no opposition. 

hen would gentlemen not repeal the resolution 
he had spoken of? If it was not repealed, the 
effect would be that any one member might call 
for the execution of it. 

As to the North Carolina contested-election 
question, he left it to others to say whether it 
should be made the order of the day for Wed- 
nesday or not. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, said that | 


it might be necessary to recominit the subject to 
a committee, and he believed the general course 
to be, to lay the subject on the table until the re- 


portand documents could be printed. He thought | 


there would be no opposition to laying the sub- 
ject on the table. It could then be taken up at 
any time, and acted upon during the morning 
hour. He moved to lay the subject on the table, 
but subsequently withdrew it. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, said, that the re- 
marks which he felt himself called upon to make 
had no necessary connection with the subject be- 
fore the House. The gentleman from Tennessee 
{Mr. Bett] had made allusion not only to the 
resolution which he had the honor to submit to 
the House, but had alluded to Mr. M. person- 
ally, which made it necessary for him to reply. 
He did not think at the time that he introduced 
the resolution, nor did he think now, that the 
resolution had the effect the gentleman described, 
He could not conceive how the resolution tended 
to disturb or cut off debate. 
bered by the House, that when that resolution 


was brought before it, our foreign relations were || 


on a very different footing from what they were 
at present. He agreed with the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Bext,] that the reasons urged in 
its favor had, ina great measure, disappeared. 
We had at that time no indications of the media- 
tion of Great Britain, nor of the happy effect pro- 
duced by the President’s message on the coun- 
cils of France, The committee were of opinion 
at that time that immediate action was necessary 
on the appropriation bills. The gentleman from 
Tennessee was right in supposing that the time 
had passed by when any extraordimory appro- 

riations would be necessary; but Mr. M. must 
2€ permitted to say that the ordinary appropria- 
tion bills did require speedy action. Some 
the appropriations were already needed, and the 
eg service must suffer until the appropriation 


It would be remem- | 


of | 


ills were passed. ‘There were ships of war now 


which could not be manned until some of those 
bills pass. It was a matter of vast importance 
that those bills should be speedily passed; and he 


thought the resolution adopted by the Committee | 


on Foreign Affairs was well calculated to effect 
the object. It was true that we had made but 
little progress; but, without meaning to cast re- 
seal anywhere, he appealed to the gentleman 
from Tennessee to say whether the protracted 
discussion on the Navy bill had not sprung from 
the motion made by the gentleman himself? It 


was time that the appropriation bills were dis- 
posed of. Let the Att gape bills be disposed 
of speedily, hut with all the examination gentle- 
men may wish to give them, and with all the 
freedom of discussion asked for: and then he 
would be willing to rescind that resolution, unless 
an unlooked-for state of things should occur. 

Mr. BELL said he saw already what was to 
be looked for. ‘The public service was suffering, 
and that was to be the argument until the appro- 
priation bills were passed. He called upon the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mason] to say 
whether the House had not, instead of going into 
the consideration of those bills, gone to other 
business which had taken days to discuss ? 

Mr. MASON said he was not responsible for 
the acts of other gentlemen. On one occasion he 
had made the motion to suspend the rule, for 
the purpose of receiving petitions; and, as the 
operations of the Treasury Department had ex- 
perienced considerable embarrassment in conse- 
quence of the fire in New York, he had concurred 
with the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG| in his efforts to get that bill through 
the House. He had, however, always been anx- 
lous, and was still anxious, to have the appro- 
priation bills disposed of. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, said, for the pur- 
pose of disposing of this question, and, at the 
suggestion of several gentlemen near him, that 
it might be approached at some convenient time, 
if in order, he should move that it be postponed 
till Tuesday week, with a view of giving longer 
time than had been proposed on the one side, and 
shorter than had been asked for on the other. 
He would prefer that to laying it on the table, for 
the question was an important one to the State 
interested, and ought to be settled speedily. It 
usually happened, that cases of this kind were 
postponed to a remote period, or till nearly the 
termination of the session before they were defin- 
| itively acted on; but he hoped that course would 
not be followed in future. He knew nothing of 
the present case, and had scarcely heard one 
word on the subject. He understood, however, 
that the report and documents were not very 
voluminous. 

It was a matter of deep regret (said Mr. M.) 
to many gentlemen there, that the knowledge of 
the rules and proceedings of the House pos- 
| sessed by the honorable gentleman from Ten- 

nessee [Mr. Beit] should be the cause of giving 
him so much afiliction—an affliction which 
seemed to press upon him daily, hourly, and con- 
| tinually, and which broke out sometimes to the 
affliction of the gentleman’s own friends. Why, 
Mr. M. had been an observer of the proceed- 
ings there, under different administrations of the 
Chair, since he had had the honor of a seat there, 
and he had always observed that the first and 
regular business in order on that floor was to 
ask the unanimous consent of the House to make 
a motion to suspend the rules. That, he thought, 
| was always business in order. As to the remedy 
to be applied with regard to the various subjects 
| that came before them, he had heard none sug- 
gested by the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, not- 
withstanding his great erudition in the rules and 
orders and course of proceedings of that House, 

That gentleman had seen fit to complain, in 
no very measured terms, of the decisions of the 
| present Chair in reference to the execution of the 

special order of the House—a decision, the gen- 
i tleman informed them, not in accordance with 
the practice of the House when the gentleman 
himself had a seat in that chair. Now, so far as 
the correct proceeding might be concerned, Mr, 
M. would not profess to be qualified to decide 
between the various gentlemen who had occupied 
that chair, and who had found it necessary 
give a.construction to the various orders of the 
| House in regard to their own proceeding. He 
only knew this, that so far as his own observa- 
tion extended during the present session, com- 
paring it with the two preceding sessions, he had 
not found greater or more confusion in the order 
of business now than heretofore. He was not, 
therefore, to attribute what confusion had arisen 
to the decisions of the Chair. Those decisions 
had been usually in accordance with the express 
orders of the House. 


|| The gentleman from Tennessee said, that when 


to | 
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the House had made an express special order, it 


became the duty of the Chair first to take up cer- 
tain business on the Speaker's table before that 
special order was executed, If so, then there 
would be very littl use in making a special order 
at all. 

Mr. CRAIG rose to a point of order, on the 
ground that the gentleman’s remarks were not 
pertinent to the question before the House. 

The CHAIR was of opinion that the debate 
was taking too wide a range. It was understood, 
however, to be the object of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, and other gentlemen, to show that 
the House should or should not make this special 
order, because there were other special orders, 
and any reason why the House should or should 
not adopt any special order would be in order. 

Mr. MANN expressed his obligations to his 
friend from Virginia [Mr. Crate] for admonish- 
ig him that they were debating a very different 
question, and he would endeavor to conform him- 
self somewhatto it. He was only replying to the 
remarks of the gentleman from Tennessee, who, 


While he was complaining of want of order-in the 


proceedings of the House, was, as Mr. M. von- 
sidered, at the time as widely out of order as any- 
thing that could be found upon the records and 
Journals of either that or the former session of 
the House. That being so, with the admonition 
of his friend from Virginia, he would resume his 
seat. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved 


| to lay the whole subject on the table. 


Mr. BOYD asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the gentleman from North 
Carolina would withdraw the motion,.as the sit- 


} tine member had asked for more time to take fur- 


ther testtmony; and it was therefore necessary to 
appoint some definite time for the consideration 
of the report. 

Mr. MERCER hoped the call for the yeas and 
nays would be withdrawn, as about half the time 


| of the session was consumed in taking them. 


Mr. WILLIAMS then withdrew his motion to 
lay on the table. 
Mr. BEL denied that he had spoken disre- 


| spectfully of the Chair; andas the gentleman from 
| New York [Mr. Mann] had thrown no new light 


upon the subject, Mr. B. must say that what had 
fallen from the gentleman was impertinent. 

Mr. MANN said he might have misunderstood 
the gentleman. He did not understand him to 
speak disrespectfully of the Chair, or in a spirit 
of complaint towards the Chair, but only in a 
spirit of complaint of the decisions of the Chair 
in regard to ihe order of business. [fit was * im- 
pertinent’’ to speak of the gentleman’s complaint, 
then, surely, the gentleman himself must have 
been ** impertinent”’ in making the complaint of 
those decisions. 

The CHAIR pronounced the motion of the gen- 
tleman from New York, to postpone until Tues- 
day week, not to be then in order, 

Mr. BOYD said he was willing to accept it as 
a modification of his own motion. 

The CHAIR informed the gentleman that he 
could not do it without an order of instruction 
from the Committee on Elections, the original 
motion being so made to the House. 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD then withdrew his mo- 
tion to postpone till Wednesday three weeks. 

The CHAIR announced the orders of the day, 
the hour of one o’clock having arrived. 

Mr. McK AY moved to suspend the rules, in 

order to proceed with the consideration of the re- 
sort before the House, and modified it for one 
Come atthe suggestion of Mr. Camprecene, but 
the motion was lost without a count; and the 
House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 


lowing communications: 

I. A letter from the Seeretary of the Treasury, 
correcting a material clerical error in the tabular 
statements of expenditures from 1816 to 1834, 
heretofore transmitted to the House in answer to 
a resolution of the 31st of December last; which 
was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

II. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting a list of the clerks in the War Depart- 
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ment for the year 1825; which was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

Ill. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting a report from the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, pursuant to a resolution of the 17th De- 
cembe r: which was laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed. 

SENATE BILLS READ. 

The following bills from the Senate were, by 
consent, read twice and committed: 

A bill to divide the Green Bay land district, in 
Michigan Territory, and for other purposes; 

A bill to improve the navigation of the Wabash 
river; 

A bill to confirm the title of the heirs of M. de 
ta Carrera to a tract of land, 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of General Wil- 
liam Maton; 

A bill for the relief of A. D. Ostrander; 

A bill to authorize the Atchafalaya Railroad 
and Banking Company to locate a road through 
the public lands; 

A bilor tne reliet of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Henry Eckford, deceased; and 

A bill for the relief of William Hogan, admin- 
istrator of Michael Hogan, deceased. 


LIMITATION OF THE TERM OF OFFICE. 
Mr. PATTON moved that the House proceed 


to dispose of the bill on the Speaker’s table from 
the Senate, repealing the firstand second sections 
of the act to limit the term of office of certain offi- 
cers therein named, and for other yurposes. 

Mr. P. asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered; and the question on taking up the 
bill was decided in the aflirmative—yeas 104, 
nays 104, the Speaker voting in the affirmative, 
making the yeas 105. 


YEAS—Meesrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 
Ashicy, Bailey, Banks, Barton, Bell, Boon, Borden, Bout 
din, Briggs, Bunch, Bond, John Cathoon, William B. Cal 
houn, Campbell, Carter, George Chambers, Join Chambers, 
Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, 
Deberry, Denny, Dickerson, Dickson, Dunlap, Evans, Ev- 
erett, Forester, French, Philo C. Fuller, Rice Garland, 
Graham. Granger, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Ham- 
mond, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Albert G. Harrison, 
Hazeltine, Heister, Hoar, Howard, Howell, Huntsman, 
Ingersoll, Janes, Jenifer, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Joha 
eon, Henry Johnson, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, Luke Lea, 
Lincoln, Love, Lyon, John Y. Mason, Sampson Mason, 
Maury, MeCarty, McComas, McKay, McKennan, McKim, 
MeLene, Mercer, Milligan, Morris, Parker, Patton, James 
A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, Pickens, 
Reed, Rencher, Robertson, Russell, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Shields, Sloane, Spangler, Standefer, Storer, ‘Taliaterro, 
Waddy Thompson, Underwood, Vinton, Washington, 
White, Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Wiiliains, and 
Wise—104. 

NAYS — Messrs. 


Ash, Bean, 


Jeardsley, Beaumont, | 


Bockee, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, Burns, Cambre- | 


leng, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, Coles, Con- 
nor, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Doubleday, Effner, 
Fairfield, Farlin, Fry, William K. Fuller, Galbraith, James 
Garland, Gillet, Glascock, Grantland, Haley, Joseph Hail, 
Hamer, Hannegan, Samuel! 8. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Holsey, Hubley, Inghain, William Jackson, Jabez Jackson, 
Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, 
Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Klingensmith, Lane, 
Lansing, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, 
Logan, Loyall, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Martin, William 
Mason, Moses Mason, May, McKeon, Miller, Montgomery, 
Moore, Morgan, Mublenberg, Owens, Page, Parks, Patter- 
eon, Dutee J. Pearce, Franklin Pierce, Jom Reynolds, Jo- 
seph Reynolds, Roane, Schenck, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, 
Smith, Sprague, Sutherland, Taylor, Thomas, John Thom 
son, Toucey, Towns, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, 
Wardwell, Webster, and Weeks—104. 


Mr. PATTON remarked, that in moving to 
adjourn when the subject was last before the 
House, his object was not so much to address 
the House, as to arrest what he considered an 
irrelevant discussion upon a simple question of 
commitment—a question not involving the merits 
of the bill, nor the consistency or inconsistency 
of parties or men heretofore. In order, however, 
that his motives and views might not be misun- 
derstood, he would remark, that he entertained 
strong prepossessions against this bill. 

The CHAIR reminded the gentleman that the 
merits of the bill could not be discussed upon the 
pending motions; and that the range which the 
debate | 
further permitted. 

Mr. PATTON resumed: He did not intend to 
discuss the merits of the billat this time. He had 


merely desired to say that his prepossessions were | 


against the bill, which might be changed by circum- 


what committee the subject ought to be referred. 
In doing this, it was necessary that he should 
advert to the character of the bill. It was a 
measure of vast magnitude, involving serious and 
important fundamental principles. It involved 
not only the question of constitutionality, but the 
expediency, of the power of removal from office 


by the President of the United States—questions | 


which had excited and agitated the country as 
much as any others which had ever been brought 
before it. It wasa bill which ought to receive 
the most solemn, deliberate, and thorough exam- 
ination possible. Could it be so well examined 
bya committee which had already before it a vast 
burden of important business, as by a select com- 
mittee raised for the special purpose ? There 
could be but one response to the inquiry. Sup- 


posing everything else out of the way, was there | 


anything appropriate or apposite in referring this 
subject to the Committee on the Judiciary? It 
was absolutely amazing to hear gentlemen con- 
tend, as had been done there, that this subject 
came within the functions of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee by the express terms of the rule. If the 
rround assumed should be sustained, that com- 
mittee would draw within the vortex of its duties 


nine tenths of the business which came before the | 


House. Without desiring to detract in the least 
from the eulogiums which had been made upon 
the Committee on the Judiciary for their intelli- 
rence and legal attainments, he denied that there 
was anything in the character of the committee 
or the materials of which it was composed which 
befitted them more than others to examine this 
question of constitutional law, or any other ques- 
tion. The subject was one which, from its broad 
character, did not peculiarly belong to any com- 
mittee of the House. There was a special reason 
for not sending it to the Judiciary Committee, 


| which, he repeated, was burdened with a mass 


of business greater than any other committee of 
the House, and could not, consequently, act on 
the subject as speedily as a select committee. It 


was desirable that the question should be disposed | 


of one way or the other, in order that the country 
might decide upon the course of the Senate and 
this branch of Congress. He should, therefore, 
vote to commit the bill to a select committee, not 
only as an appropriate reference, but with the 
view of insuring a speedy examination of the im- 
portant subjects connected with it. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to commit the bill 


to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union. There could be nothing gained by re- 
ferring the bill to a select committee. A report 
from such a committee, one way or another, was 
a matter of no consequence. By the adoption of 


his motion, an opportunity would be afforded to | 
discuss the subject in the most free and ample | 


manner. It eught to be so discussed. It was in 


this mode that gentlemen of all parties, and of no | 


party, (if any such there were,) would have | 


every facility for a full discussion. 

The question was then taken on the last mo- 
tion; and decided in the affirmative, without a 
count, 


So the bill was committed to the Committee of | 


the Whole on the state of the Union. 
NEW YORK RELIEF BILL. 
On motion by Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
then took up, for a third reading, the engrossed 
bill from the Senate, as amended by the House, 


for the relief of the sufferers by the fire in the 
city of New York. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


February 26. 


instant, asking information as to the number of 
claims under the French treaty which have been 
rejected by the Board of Commissioners, with 
the reasons for such rejection ; and, on motion 
by Mr. Grenpy, it was ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
War Department, containing a list of the clerks 
employed in that Department, with the compen - 
sation paid to each, for the year 1830. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, leave was granted 
to Lieutenant Colonel Erwin, to withdraw his 
petition and papers. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolutions; 
which were considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation for extinguishing the Indian titles to lands 
in the vicinity of Green Bay, to those north of the Wiscon- 
sin, and the reservation on the Iowa river, in the county 
of Des Moines, all in the Territory of Michigan; also, that 


| the Secretary of War be instructed to furnish to Congress 


any information in the War Department touching these 
subjects ; also, that the Secretary of War be instructed to 
report to the Senate any information in the War Depart- 
ment, showing the number of the Winnebago Indians now 
living on lands ceded to the United States in that part of 
the Territory of Michigan between Lake Michigan and the 
Mississippi river, the expediency of their removal to the 
country provided for them west of that river, the best mode 
of effecting it, and the probable cost. 


Mr. EWING, of Illinois, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which lies on the table one day: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 


to inquire into the expediency of establishing ports of entry 
at the towns of Chicago and Alton, in the State of Linois. 


REPORT FROM A COMMITTEE. 
Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- 


| merce, to whom the petition on the subject had 


been referred, reported a bill for the relief of 
Joshua Hatten and others, and the owner, officers, 
and crew of the schooner Joseph; which was read 


_and referred to a second reading. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


On motion by Mr. HENDRICKS, the bill for 
the continuation of the Cumberland road in Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri was taken up; 
and, after some remarks from Messrs. CLA 
and TIPTON, 

Mr. CLAY moved to amend the bill by re- 
ducing the appropriations to the amount made in 
the bill of the last session. The amendment 
reduces the appropriation from $670,000 to 
$300,000. 

This motion was supported by Messrs. CLAY, 
CRITTENDEN, oar DAVIS, and opposed by 
Messrs. TIPTON, HENDRICKS, ROBINSON, 
EWING, BUCHANAN, LINN, BENTON, 
and NILES; but, before taking any question, 

The Senate adjourned over to Monday next. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 26, 1836. 

Mr. EVERETT, (by consent,) from the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, reported a bill to ex- 
tend the western boundary of the State of Mis- 
sourl to the Missouri river; which was read 
twice, and its further consideration postponed 


' until Tuesday week. 


Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, addressed the || 
House, at great length,in opposition to the whole | 
bill, and reviewed the variousarguments and pre- | 


cedents that had been urged and adduced in its | 


support. 


efore Mr. P. had concluded, he gave way to | 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, on whose motion | 


the House adjourned. 


1ad taken on a former day would not be | 


IN SENATE. 





| Fripay, February 26, 1836. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Donetson, his Private 
Secretary, transmitting a report from the Secre- 

| tary of State, complying, as far as practicable, 


stances. He hada few words to say in reference to || with the resolution of the Senate of the 16th 


j 
| 
| 
i 
| 


| 
j 


| 





Mr. WHITTLESEY moved to suspend the 
rules, for the purpose of enabling the standing 
committees to report; which was negatived—ayes 


|| 75, noes 48, two thirds being necessary. 


Mr. LANE moved to suspend the rules for 


| one hour, for the purpose of calling the States for 


petitions; which was negatived without a count. 
NORTH CAROLINA CONTESTED ELECTION. 


The House-resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Elections on the con- 


' tested election from North Carolina. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


The SPEAKER stated the question to be, first, 
on making the report the special order for Wed- 
nesday next, the motion of Mr. W. B. Sueprarp 
being understood by the Chair to have been with- 
drawn. 

Mr. SHEPARD reminded the Chair that he 
had not withdrawn his motion, although he had 
intimated an intention of so doing. 

The CHAIR said that the Journal so stated; 
and it was also his own impression that the gen- 
tleman had withdrawn his motion. The Journal 
could, however, be corrected. 








